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20 January 2014 
 

                                       
Dear Sirs 
 
Teignbridge Local Plan – Public Examination Inspector’s Modifications 
 
At a meeting of Dawlish Town Council held on the 15th January 2014, members directed me to 
inform you as follows.   
 
Councillors unanimously resolved to address the Inspector with the following comments/objections: 
 
Reference MM4:    
The Town Council has no objections to the changes proposed to MM4 (addition of Employment  
Land to the Policy DA2 North West of Shutterton Lane) and understands that the site has to be  
of this size to allow for sensible boundaries on the landscape.  It is concerned though that this  
results in an increase of approximately 5 hectares and wishes to propose that a clause be inserted 
to protect the designation of this added land for Employment Uses Only, as set out in full in clause 
g) of the proposed modification. 
 
The Town Council is aware of challenges made to the assessed need for employment land  
allocations in Dawlish over the period of the plan, and it is greatly concerned that efforts be  
made to ensure a balanced community with local job prospects and that the town does not  
become a large dormitory suburb of Exeter.  It therefore wishes to see the strongest possible  
designation of this land for employment uses only, and to see this reinforced at subsequent  
reviews during the life of Plan Teignbridge 
  
Reference MM5: 
The Town Council is strongly of the view that the Policy DA5 land at Littleleigh, Holcombe, is  
NOT modified as suggested. 
 
The Council is mindful that the proposed modification is contrary not only to the Dawlish Parish  
Neighbourhood Plan and the emerging Local Plan, but also to the findings of the Examiner  
following the public hearing into the draft Dawlish Parish Neighbourhood Plan.  It sees no  
evidence to justify departing from this carefully considered decision. 
 

Ms L Edwards 
Programme Officer 
Plan Teignbridge 
Forde House 
Brunel Road 
NEWTON ABBOT 
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In coming to this view, the Town Council was mindful that Teignbridge District Council regards  
likely densities of development within the District as lying between 20 and 25 dwellings per  
hectare. This site measures 0.8 hectares at present and the proposed 20 dwellings could only be  
produced at the high end of the density scale.  The site is enclosed by properties which look  
directly into the site and the character of this village centre is defined by detached properties of  
distinct quality, and an acceptable development is likely only to be achieved at the low end of  
the density scale. It may be necessary to increase the site to 1.0 hectare to ensure this quality of  
development. 
 
There is a very narrow and blind entrance into the site and it is very important that the site layout  
resolves the challenge of safe and cautious entry and exit for vehicles and pedestrians, bearing in  
mind the constraints on traffic speeds and movements in the historic village which is largely  
fixed by the presence of many listed properties. 
 
These comments reflect the observations of the Examiner of the Dawlish Draft Neighbourhood  
Plan in April 2012. 

 
If I may be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
John Winchester 
Town Clerk 
 
 

 


