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Dear Sirs 
 
Teignbridge Local Plan – Main Modifications 
 
I write on behalf of Kenton Parish Council in response to the Teignbridge Local Plan – Main 
Modifications Consultation - with particular reference to MM4.  
 
Kenton Parish Council is of the opinion that, with particular reference to the proposed increase of 
development land from 35 to 43 hectares north-west of Secmaton Lane, insufficient consideration has 
been given to the impact on the wider community and Dawlish’s near neighbours in particular the 
villages of Cockwood, Starcross, Kenton and Exminster, through which there will be a substantial 
increase in traffic volume along the A379 towards Exeter. 
 
In fact there is relatively little reference to the implications for commensurate basic infrastructure 
development (roads, water, power, health and education services) and a rather simplistic expectation 
that improvements in public transport, cycle ways and walkways will mitigate the effects of increased 
traffic volumes. 
  
Road infrastructure 
Whilst the plan states that key infrastructure for roads is property planned, there is no reference to the 
anticipated impact of increased traffic volumes on the coast road through Cockwood and the A379 
itself - more especially: 
 
(i) the severe physical bottlenecks of Cockwood and Starcross;  
(ii)   the already dangerous stretch through to Kenton and on to the Exminster by-pass and  
(iii)   the potential for added congestion at the junction from Exminster village onto the A379 and 

thereafter passing the Matford roundabout. 
 
Traffic volumes will inevitably increase during the successive development phases to cater for the 
infrastructure developments themselves (building construction, services establishment etc.) as well as 
the growth in the number of houses and added pressures on the roads of the hoped for increased 
visitor numbers all of which has to pass through Kenton village’s narrow road. 
 
 
 



Speed and volume of traffic on A379, in particular through the village of Kenton 
Kenton Parish Council has been campaigning against speed and volume of traffic through its village.  
In February 2014, Devon County Council will be installing traffic lights in a narrow section of South 
Town near the entrance to Powderham Estate acknowledging that the A379 is simply not equipped to 
cope with additional traffic.  Parishioners have already experienced damage to property, pedestrians 
have been clipped by wing mirrors and despite the efforts of the Police to educate motorists about the 
danger of speed, they are simply unable to enforce speed restrictions through the village. The 
development in Dawlish will simply exacerbate the traffic issue.  
 
Water Services - availability and potential cost implications   
There is no mention of the level of increased domestic/commercial demand for water arising from the 
plan. In terms of cost, SW area water costs are already the highest in the country - in part paying for 
the opportunity for the region to increase economic benefit through enhanced tourism.  Will the 
increased demand in Dawlish have unit cost implications for domestic/commercial users? This may 
perhaps be considered more of a problem for Teignbridge District Council and Devon County Council 
planners rather than the Inspector but the implications must be considered as an integral part of the 
Teignbridge Local Plan and in advance of its adoption and not afterwards. 
  
Community facilities - e.g. health and education facilities.  
What capacity do existing facilities have to cope with the higher demand associated with increased 
numbers of homes (many of which will cater for young families with school-age children) in the 
shorter-term? 
  
And finally…. 
Is Dawlish really the right location for such extensive development within Devon and Teignbridge 
given, in particular, the limited access.  A by-pass for Kenton and Starcross has been ruled out on cost 
grounds and furthermore would involve extensive damage to the countryside.  The only other 
alternative would seem to be a new access road from the A380 but that has the same issues as a by-
pass of cost and damage to our inheritance in the countryside. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Suzanna Hughes 
Clerk, Kenton Parish Council 


