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Seacrest 
17 Fordens Lane 
Holcombe 
Dawlish  
EX7 0LD  
 
Programme Officer  
Teignbridge D Council.   31/01/2014 
 
Dear Inspector, 
 
I am writing to object to your proposed modification of Plan Teignbridge relating to the development at Little Leigh, 
Holcombe – your Ref: MM5. 
 
Looking back 4 or 5 years ago, the decision made by the Appeals Inspector at Bristol only narrowly came down on 
the side of allowing the 4 residences in Fordens Lane to be built. The objections then were similar to those voiced by 
local residents now concerning Little Leigh – and nothing has changed! 
 
The current access to the LL site remains narrow with very few pavements. The lanes are used by vehicular traffic, 
naturally, but also by many pedestrians of all ages and is also, I believe, part of the proposed cycle route through to 
Teignmouth. 
 
Drainage remains a constant issue with the known presence of several springs within this part of the village. 
Government are already aware of the issue of rising water tables due to so much covering of the land with concrete. 
 
Sewage disposal is also a known problem. The two systems located in Smugglers Lane and below The Smugglers Inn 
are continually blocking, particularly in Summer with the increased population of tourists, causing extremely 
offensive smell, with the added expense to SWW in continually unblocking and cleaning. (There is already a 
permanent notice at the entrance to Holcombe Beach, warning of the possible dangers of contaminated water 
flowing into the sea.) 
 
Having looked briefly at the plan of the site, it does not appear large enough to accommodate 35 dwellings that 
would be in keeping with the village ethos, they would either end up being too cramped or would need to become 3 
storey, totally out of keeping with the rest of the village. 
 
The sheer volume of extra traffic these houses would produce, this could be as much as 4 vehicles per dwelling, plus 
service traffic, is frightening, to say the least; as to how the village is to accommodate the industrial traffic during the 
building process, this is absolutely beyond imagination – the junction at the Castle Inn is of such an odd camber 
suppliers to the Inn often have to make a 5 or 6 point turn to deliver their goods. 
 
There are other issues, such as the access roads into the village at Fordens Lane and Hall Lane are totally inadequate 
and have already claimed the life of one person within the last 5 years;  also the issue of children having to walk 
along the main road to catch school buses – and I presume that, with the construction of affordable housing, there 
will be a significant rise in the number of children in the village. 
 
Will you please consider these issues seriously, not just from the point of view of statistics, but also from the point of 
view of preserving what is, at the moment, a charming English village and revert to the original wording put forward 
in Plan Teignbridge. 
 
Yours faithfully,  
Mrs R Partridge 
 


