
Mr & Mrs B.J. Weston      Telephone: 01626865474
The New Coach House
Holcombe Road
Holcombe
Dawlish
Devon EX7 0LG

3rd February 2014

Re. Inspector’s Report on Plan Teignmouth
Land at Little Leigh, Holcombe
Your Ref: MM5

I write to request the Inspector to reconsider and withdraw his proposal to modify Plan 
Teignbridge to provide an additional 15 plus houses on land at Little Leigh, Holcombe My 
reasons for this request are

1. The Inspector has given no reasons for his proposal. These may become known only 
after the end of the consultation period (if then) and then it will be too late to influence 
the outcome. The only known reason I can see is that the Inspector has accepted the 
request of the landowner made at the public examination. This  does not look much like 
a planning proposal, but merely accedes to economic arguments. It is  also perverse, as 
a previous inspector ‘saw no reason to enlarge the site”.

2. Holcombe is predominantly low rise and low density housing. The extended site site will    
require a much higher density and probably some higher rise (3+ storeys) dwellings to 
be built to fit the site. This would be totally out of character with the existing village. 

3. The visual impact of the extended development will be considerable. This is  particularly 
so from the South Coast footpath and from the open areas around the village.

4. The village roads are not designed for the significant extra traffic that will be generated 
from this site extension. Opinions differ as to the growth expected, but I would suggest 
this  could amount to not less than 200 or more movements  per day (allowing for that 
generated by tradesmen, deliveries, school runs etc). Together with the area for which 
planning permission has been granted, this would mean an extra 450 plus traffic 
movements per day all using a single narrow exit on to an even narrower road (ignoring 
any parked vehicles). It should be noted that most traffic will turn left (outward journeys) 
simply because the right turn uses  even narrower roads with blind bends. The main 
problem is the junction of Holcombe Road with Fordens Lane. As I write, works have 
commenced on the site for which planning permission has been granted. A 30 foot 
heavy container-like lorry carrying spoil from the site had to perform a 5 point turn at this 
2junction completely blocking the junction and its approaches, none of which have 
footpaths. Equally, the road downhill past the junction is narrow, steep with many parked 
cars narrowing further an already narrow road with no footpaths.

5. It is difficult to visualise a worse set of conditions to inflict on an ancient village. In no 
way can the proposal of the Inspector be seen to conform with section 35 of the 
National Planning Policy Framework. The proposal flies in the face of this part of the 
guidance and on that ground alone should be withdrawn. In addition, the proposed 
extension directly conflicts with the stated aims of Plan Teignmouth for either open 
countryside or villages. The Inspector proposes to accept that Plan with this and other 
unrelated modifications elsewhere. As  currently re-drafted, the Plan will be internally 
inconsistent - the Inspector cannot have his cake and eat it.



6. A core principle of the Planning Framework states that planning “should be genuinely 
plan led, empowering local people to shape their surroundings ...........”. By no stretch of 
the imagination can the proposed Plan modification be called plan led since it appears to 
stem not from planning considerations, but from the greed of the land owner. The 
proposed modification denies the “empowerment” principle utterly and is to be abhorred.  

I ask that the Inspector consider these issues most carefully. Having done so, I am certain 
that he will withdraw this proposed modification.

Yours sincerely

Programme Manager
Plan Teignmouth
Teignbridge District Council
Forde House
Brunel Road
Newton Abbot TQ12 4XX


