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Dear Lisa, 
 
Planning consultation: Teignbridge Local Plan – Main Modifications 
 
Thank you for your consultation dated 20 December 2013, which we received on the same day.
 
Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the natural 
environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future generations, 
thereby contributing to sustainable development. 
 
Having reviewed the proposed amendments, Natural England would like the following comments taken 
into consideration by the Inspector. 
 
MM6 – Policy BT2 Bradley Bends 
 
The reinstatement of policy BT2 (10 hectares mixed use allocation) at Bradley Bends has not been 
subject to Habitats Regulations Assessment.   
 
Whilst the site has been granted planning permission at appeal and the proposal determined compliant 
with the European Habitats Directives and UK regulations, policy BT2 should be assessed to ensure 
any further applications for this site do not adversely affect Natura 2000 site interest features.  
 
The HRA of the submission local plan identified policies that required explicit and bespoke 
management plans, this included sites within Bovey Tracey that, if developed, would affect the 
sustenance zones and flyways of Greater Horseshoe Bats (interest features of the South Hams Special 
Area of Conservation (SAC)).  
 
Although BT2 has not been assessed in the HRA, comprehensive supporting evidence of Greater 
Horseshoe Bat activity in the Teignbridge has been collected. Paragraph 3.6.2 of Supplementary 
Report on Greater Horseshoe Bats and the South Hams SAC identified the site at Bradley Bends as 
“particularly sensitive for greater horseshoes” 
 
The individual site screening which informed this report concluded that the site is likely to be used as a 
substantial flyway and that the effect of development on the integrity of the SAC should be assessed 
formally through HRA. 
 
Given these conclusions, an addendum of the HRA should review the existing ecological evidence and 
determine whether policy BT2 contains sufficient measures to avoid adverse effects on the South 
Hams SAC.    
 
Natural England notes that the HRA of the submission draft suggested an additional requirement to 
policies BT1 (Dean Park), BT2A (North of Indio House) and BT2C (Old Newton Road) within the 
submission draft: 
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“a bespoke Greater Horseshoe Bat mitigation plan must be submitted to and approved before 
planning permission will be granted. The plan must demonstrate how the site will be developed in 
order to sustain an adequate area of non-developed land as a functional part of the local foraging 
area and as a ‘strategic flyway’ used by commuting Greater Horseshoe Bats associated with the 
South Hams SAC. The plan must demonstrate that there will be no adverse effect on the SAC 
alone or in combination with other plans or projects.” 
 
Whilst BT2 refers to the protection Greater Horseshoe Bats within an Ecological Management Plan, 
Natural England advise that the above paragraph is incorporated within policy BT2 and assessed 
within the addendum to HRA. This should ensure a consistent approach to allocations within Bovey 
Tracey and greater certainty that impacts on the South Hams SAC interest features will be avoided or 
mitigated.      
 
For any queries relating to this consultation only you are welcome to contact me directly - telephone: 
0300 060 4129 or email: john.king2@naturalengland.org.uk. For all other consultations and 
correspondence, please contact the above address. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
John King MRTPI 
Land Use Operations 
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