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The Programme Manager,  
Plan Teignbridge,  
Teignbridge District Council,  
Forde House,  
Brunel Road,  
Newton Abbot  
TQ12 4XX       Wednesday 5th February 2014 
  

  
Dear Inspector, 
  
We are writing to object to your proposed modification of Plan Teignbridge relating to the 
development at Little Leigh, Holcombe (your reference MM5). Your proposed modification 
would increase the number of houses on this site from 20 in the original plan to 35. 
  
The specific reasons for our objection are as follows: 
  
Lack of justification for increasing the overall number of new houses in Teignbridge. 
There appears to be little justification for increasing the number of houses to be permitted at 
the site and other than the request of the developer.  As Plan Teignbridge already allows for 
a sufficient number of houses overall to meet perceived needs there would seem to be no 
justification for the local increase you propose. 
  
Extension into green field site. 
This proposal would entail extension of the site from the present “brown field” area into a 
“green field” area outside the village envelope and in an area which was protected under 
previous plans and policies.  Weholh consider that this isunacceptable. 
  
Unsuitability of village roads. 
Holcombe is a small village with very narrow roads and few pavements.  There are two 
dangerous junctions between the site and the A379.  One is a very narrow turning adjacent 
to the “Castle Inn”.  This has already proved a significant hazard for lorries currently trying to 
access the site.  The other dangerous junction is that between Forden’s Lane and the A379 
where the visibility onto the main road is well below safe standards and where there has 
been a recent fatal accident.  
We have a large elderly population. The roads through the village are very narrow with few 
footpaths and are hazardous to pedestrians. There have been a number of minor collisions 
between pedestrians and motor vehicles in recent years.  Should your modification go 
forward the number of houses on the site will be nearly doubled and it is our view that this 
represents an increase in traffic and therefore in risk which is unacceptable.  We also believe 
that the significant increase in large contractors’ vehicles through the village during the 
construction phase will put unacceptable strain on village roads and therefore on the 
inhabitants. 
  
Housing density and the effect on housing design. 
While we understand that detail of housing design will be considered when detailed planning 
permission is sought, the density of the proposed development will pre-determine the style of 
building on the site.  We estimate that the density of housing on the site will be 
approximately twice that of relatively recent houses nearby.  This can only result in housing 
which is completely out of keeping with the village and of the adjoining beautiful countryside. 
  



Proposals at odds with the National Planning Policy Framework [NPPF] 
The NPPF states that developments promote sustainable transport and sites should be 
located to: 

       Accommodate the efficient delivery of goods and services; 
       Give priority to pedestrian and cycle movements, and have access to high quality 

public transport facilities; 
       Create safe and secure layouts which minimise conflicts between traffic and cyclists 

or pedestrians. 
It is evident, for the reasons given above, that the plan to increase significantly the number 
of houses at “Little Leigh” is completely at odds with these guidelines.  
  
For the above reasons, we request that you discontinue your proposed modification and 
revert to the original wording put forward in Plan Teignbridge.  
  
Yours faithfully, 
  

  
Lin and John Watson 
  
12 Windward Lane 
Holcombe 
Dawlish 
Devon EX7 0JQ 
 


