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Dear Sir 
  
Prior to making this representation, I have referred back to the Residents Meeting 
held in the Village Hall on 30 September 2011 to discuss the Little Leigh 
development. Since that date, there has been slow but inexorable process of 
advancement of the Planning Application. This has been progressed to date despite 
massive opposition from residents and the reversal of ostensibly sound decisions 
made by Council Officers based on the grounds of the existing "narrow roads and 
substandard junctions". 
  
Many factual opinions have been offered on matters such as the inadequacy of the 
existing infrastructure to support the new proposed 20 dwelling development and to 
now modify the scope of the application to 35 dwellings can surely only be motivated 
by commercial expectations with scant regard to the quality of life that is now 
prevelant within the village. To sustain to fruitition a development of even 20 
dwellings requires and equals a massive influx of materials and manpower through 
the "lanes" which would act as "conduits" to the site, entered and exitted via 
Holcombe Road. To the "lower side" of the development entry / exit on Holcombe 
Road, there is certainly not, in numerous places, sufficient width of roadway for 2 
cars to pass, let alone 2 LGV's and this is true all the way down past The Castle Inn 
to the junction with Hall Lane to where it forms a junction with the main Dawlish - 
Teignmouth road.  
  
In considering the "road junctions" aspect of the village roadways / junctions, 
Fordens Lane and Hall Lane are correct in title and description. Whereas Holcombe 
Road is a total misnomer as it is physically similar to both aforementioned "lanes". 
To facilitate "everyday life" and construction traffic movements, these existing "lanes" 
can only be truly classified as inadequate. 
  
It is a fact that Highways Officers of the Council originally turned down the 
application on the basis of "narrow roads and substandard junctions". This was 
subsequently overturned by our Local Dawlish Councillors who sit on Teignmouth 
District Council and recently Highways Officers have confirmed that the visibility 
splay only "just met" the requirements. It is difficult to give credance and integrity to 
any decisions made as there appears to be no consistant coherent strategy or 
direction! 
  
It is indeed possible  that increases of the "private motorist traffic" at peak times, 
would place new demands on both entry and exit of Fordens and Hall Lane 
respectively. 
  
There is much speculation and conjecture regarding the ability of the proposed "entry 
/ exit" provision from Holcombe Road down beside the existing bungalow, Little 
Leigh, as to the ability of a road way of this width to support a population density of 
20 dwellings let alone 35! 
  



The suggestion has been proffered that the entrance to the site could be from the 
main A379 Dawlish - Teignmouth road, across the fields which are directly below the 
site and also adjacent to the Smugglers Inn. This option would indeed totally negate 
the use of the village's "lanes and substandard junctions" which was the reason for 
the rejection of the potential development site in the first instance. 
  
Other points for consideration are the increased load on the Dawlish Doctors 
Surgery which will surely be more over subscribed even if another surgery is 
eventually built "Exeter side"of Dawlish. 
  
Other essential public services to be considered include schooling, telephone 
exchange capacity, and sewerage / drainage which are metaphorically "bursting at 
the seams" without further additional burden upon their capacity. 
  
As a summation of this development proposal, I have to comment that it appears to 
be "running on a series of minimums" in order to justify its inclusion in the plan with 
little or no thought given to its practicality or impact upon the day to day lives of 
Holcombe's existing residents. 
  
From the perspective of practicality and indeed safety in both the construction phase 
and the subsequent occupation of the dwellings, it will be interesting to view the  
"Construction Plan" to see how these matters are dealt with. 
  
1.  How is the flow of lorries into and out of the site going to be regulated? It will 
surely not be acceptable for LGV's entering the village along Fordens Lane to take a 
left at the Castle Inn to clear the junction, then reverse back up to passed the site 
entrance, then drive forwards into the site? 
  
2.  It should also be noted that on the stretch of Holcombe Road from the Castle Inn 
junction to the main A379 along Hall Lane, it is difficult for 2 cars to pass let alone 2 
LGV's. On Holcombe Road adjacent to the Church, there are obstacles such as 
stone steps and a seat and below the row of cottages, there is a brook culvert which 
could callapse under the weight of sustained LGV traffic. 
  
3.  In common with all construction sites, there will be a need for a readily available 
area where the lorries can wait.  Can we be assured that this has been considered in 
the Construction Plan and what provision is in place for the clearing up of the mud / 
soil that will emanate from LGV vehicles / vans / trucks leaving the site? 
  
"Narrow roads and substandard junctions" - these few words epitomise Holcombe's 
roads / lanes and that is just what they are, narrow often rural roads / lanes not 
suitable for sustained use by 32 tonne gross vehicle weight lorries. 
  
Clive Forman   FCMI  FIDiag.E. 
 


