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4th February 2014 

Programme Office Teignbridge District Council  Ref MM5 

I am writing to object to your proposed modification of Plan Teignbridge relating to 
the development at Little Leigh Holcombe. My objections are as follows :- 

Housing Density/Visibility 

I think there is a big problem with the housing density not just with the revised 
application but also with the original one. Looking at the density in Holcombe it 
appears there are around 16 properties per hectare but here we have an application 
originally for 20 properties on 0.8 of a hectareand a revised application for 35 
properties on 1.4 hectares. This does appear to be a serious overdevelopment of 
this site and no matter how it is developed it is going to crowd an awful amount of 
properties on a small parcel of land. 

Far from being infill this development will be highly visible from the main highway 
(A379) and could end up like “ A blot on the landscape”. 

Access  

Although Devon C.C. have approved access I find it hard to accept as planning 
applications have regularly been applied for over the last 25 years and one of the 
main reasons for refusal has been the inadequate access to this site. I firmly believe 
a reassessment of the access point to this site needs to be done as I fail to see how 
for all these years it was not acceptable but all of a sudden it is. 

Rationale 

I appreciate everyone has their own personal opinion on this application but surely 
some credence has to be given to the residents of Holcombe and their views on this 
matter, as after all many have lived in this village for a long time and know the area 
well and the officers in charge of this application could learn a great deal from them 
instead of looking just at a map and the lobbing of a developer. 

Road Safety 

The roads in Holcombe are basically country lanes with few pavements and poor 
visibility. The extra traffic this development will generate will make the lanes a 
dangerous place to walk or drive. 

 

The Site Itself 



First of all this is not a brownfield site and although it is a bit untidy it is a piece of 
land which I thought came under coastal preservation and could and should not be 
built on but it appears planners and developers can do just as they please. 

There will be difficulties on this site for the developer to deal with some of these are 
as follows :- 

Contamination :- There is not just asbestos on this site but also many horses have 
been buried on this site instead of being disposed of through the proper channels. 

Drainage :-There are various natural springs on this site this why water does not 
drain off well, thus putting 35 houses on this site with small gardens and no natural 
drainage will overload an already overstretched drainage system. 

Conclusion 

It is of my opinion that this development will destroy a beautiful village not just by 
building 35 houses but by the total overdevelopment of such a small amount of land. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Mr Geoff Oldacre 

 

 

 


