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Proposed Modification MM12 (page 113, policy SWE2) 

 
 
 
Date: 6th February 2014      Our Ref: EH/0012 

 
 

The Programme Officer 
Teignbridge District Council 
Planning Department 
Forde House 
Brunel Road 
Newton Abbot 
Devon 
TQ12 4XX 

 
 
 
 

Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Plan Teignbridge 2013 to 2033 
Main Modifications 
Representations on behalf of Exeter Estates Ltd, Exeter Estates Business 
Centre, Alphington, Exeter 
Consultee ID 17053  
  
We act on behalf of Exeter Estates Ltd. 

 
We have been notified that the Inspector conducting the Examination into the Plan has 
proposed Main Modifications, which include some suggested by the Council.  These are set 
out on the Teignbridge Council Local Plan website. 
 
This letter contains the representations made on behalf of Exeter Estates in respect of 
Proposed Modification MM12 (page 113, policy SWE2). 
 
As the Inspector and the Council will be aware, we have made extensive submissions to the 
Teignbridge Local Plan at various stages of its preparation and we have submitted evidence to 
the Examination in respect of various parts of it including, in particular, the overall strategy for 
employment provision in the District and support for an increased allocation in terms of 
geographical area covered by proposed policy SWE2.  We do not intend to repeat the 
representations already made (or indeed submit copies of previous documentation) as the 
Inspector and the Council already have those representations in their possession and the 
Examination remains open. 
 
That said, we wish to write in support of the modification which, in our view, will allow for the 
Plan to become sound.  As the Inspector and the Council will be aware, we have submitted 
evidence to demonstrate that, historically, there has been a lack of suitable employment land 
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being brought forward in Teignbridge District and that further provision is required beyond that 
identified in the Plan in order to ensure that proper provision is made in the future for both the 
urban and rural areas. 
 
Further, in looking at increased provision, it is important that appropriate sites come forward in 
appropriate locations so balancing the objectives of deliverability and meeting the needs of the 
market with the need to ensure that sustainable patterns of development are created.  The site 
adjacent to Peamore, increased in size to approximately 19 hectares, can achieve these 
objectives given its location close to south west Exeter and the strategic highway network.   
 
We have submitted technical reports, to demonstrate that the land can support further 
employment development and they demonstrate that the site, as a whole, can be brought 
forward for employment development without constraint.   The fact that the first five hectares 
have been the subject of an application (Council Ref:  12/03079/MAJ) indicates that there is 
every intention of bringing this site forward over the lifetime of the Plan.   The site is being 
promoted by the owner of a well established business park and it is important that such sites 
are delivered as they are likely to be both viable and deliverable which is an important 
consideration as emphasised in para. 173 of the NPPF.   

 
The NPPF makes it clear that there is a presumption in favour of sustainable economic growth 
and development.  Further, the Government makes it clear in para. 17, that plan making 
should, amongst other things, proactively deliver sustainable economic development 
responding to wider opportunities for growth.  Plans should be succinct setting out a positive 
vision for the area.  Paras. 18 to 22 make it clear that the Government is committed to 
securing economic growth and that local planning authorities should have a clear and 
economic vision and strategy for their area and support existing business sectors.   

 
The submissions made previously (including evidence submitted by Heynes Planning Ltd to 
the Examination) explains why an enhance allocation is justified and reference to an increase 
in the size of the allocation as a whole is supported.  However in respect of the Modification as 
proposed there are two particular points to raise: 

¥ Reference is made to the land providing a mix of “predominantly B2 and B8 uses”.  In 
this respect, there is a need to create genuine employment opportunities and to that 
effect and in order to allow for flexibility in terms of creating those opportunities, we 
anticipate that the word “predominantly” does not mean that other employment uses 
will necessarily be excluded providing the introduction of those uses are not in conflict 
with other policies/strategies contained within the Plan; 

¥ In respect of landscaping to be introduced as part of any scheme, it is agreed that this 
is considered to be necessary to ensure that the future development can be 
successfully assimilated and integrated into the local and wider landscape.  However, 
in respect of the frontage to the A379, careful consideration needs to be given to 
providing a balance between creating a landscape buffer and providing a suitable 
frontage to businesses who rely on being visible to those who use/visit the premises. 

We would be keen to be involved in any further Examination/Hearings in respect of the Main 
Modifications. 

Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Heynes Planning Ltd  
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