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6th February 2014 

The Programme Manager,  

Plan Teignbridge,  

Teignbridge District Council,  

Forde House,  

Brunel Road,  

Newton Abbot  

TQ12 4XX 

 

 

Ref:  Little Leigh, Holcombe (your reference MM5) 

 

Dear Inspector, 

We are writing to object to your proposed modification of Plan Teignbridge relating to the 

development at Little Leigh, Holcombe (your reference MM5). The specific reasons for our 

objection are as follows: 

1. Road Safety – the additional housing will cause a considerable increase in volume of 

traffic through the village, especially at peak times.  The main access to the Little Leigh 

end of the village comprises narrow roads which most times only permit traffic in one 

direction at a time.  Therefore there will be increased risk of accidents to both drivers and 

pedestrians.  In addition large lorries trying to negotiate their way through the village are 

likely to cause other damage to the roads, curtilages and potentially the foundations of 

the old cottages. 

2. Drainage/ Sewage – there has been no indication of how the current drainage system (for 

both sewage and rainfall run-off) will be upgraded to accommodate such a large 

development.  Over the last few months, or even last year, we have seen signs of a 

substantial increase in average rainfall which has caused local flooding.  The Little Leigh 

development is effectively replacing earth, which absorbs water, by hard-standing from 

which water has to drain down into other areas of Holcombe.  We have already seen the 

effects of run-off in the New Road development above Holcombe where new houses were 

flooded in storms last year. 

3. Housing density / visibility – the new proposals result in a housing density which 

compounds the above problems and is out of keeping with the current status of 

Holcombe.  It is further encroaching on the green divide that separates Holcombe from 

Dawlish and will be clearly visible from the main Teignmouth to Dawlish road as well as 

from houses at the top of Holcombe and Southdowns road.  This visual impact is 

detrimental to the whole nature of Holcombe as a traditional village 

Other issues:  We also support the other issues which have been raised through our local 

Residents Association, namely: Rationale (conflicting views between Examiner and Inspector); 

Localism – in particular maintaining the local character of the village; Schools provision; 

Contamination; and Affordable Housing. 
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For the above reasons, we request that you drop your proposed modification and revert to the 

original wording put forward in Plan Teignbridge. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Neil & Marti Howell 


