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As a resident of Dawlish Parish, I fully support the representation submitted by Cockwood Residents’ 
Association (ID 25567). 
  

In addition my personal comments are: 
  
The planning process started with the admirable intention of substantial engagement and involvement 
of local communities.  As the process progressed, the views and opinions of the local community 
seem to have been ignored in favour of substantially increased housing development in the Dawlish 
area.  The proposed housing numbers now bear little comparison to recent population growth, nor to 
any reasonable future predictions of growth in the local area.  Local views on the impact on transport 
infrastructure have been completely ignored.  The recent major disruption to transport in the area and 
concerns over the long term viability of the coastal railway link now show local concerns to be fully 
justified. 
  
It is inconceivable that many businesses will be attracted to the area given the concerns over 
transport links and this brings into question the proposals for business development in Dawlish.  This 
would result in the vast majority of new residents having to travel outside of the area to find work, thus 
adding to environmental concerns as well as increasing traffic flow. 
  
I do not believe that local concerns over the delicate environmental balance of the Exe Estuary have 
been taken into account.  Major developments at Exminster along with those proposed for Dawlish 
will all place additional pressures on drainage systems and increase the risk of pollution.  Such a 
pollution event could have a devastating impact on wildlife in the area, as well as affecting tourism.  
The proposed Country Park at DA7 is very unlikely to reduce the numbers of visitors to Dawlish 
Warren as it is simply too close to the Warren.  The other options proposed for the location of the 
Country Park seem to be more suitable, but their rejection as locations for the Country Park looks to 
be based more on their suitability as land for future housing development, rather than a more 
appropriate location for the Country Park that would reduce numbers at the Warren.   
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