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As a resident of Dawlish Parish, I fully support the representation submitted by Cockwood 
Residents’ Association (ID 25567). 
 
The effects of the severe weather conditions have highlighted nationally the vulnerability  of 
Dawlish to storm damage and the loss of rail service beyond Exeter. In November 2012 flood 
ing and associated track damage severly restricted the rail service to Exeter. It is therefore 
inconceivable that many businesses will be attracted to the area given the well publicised 
concerns over transport links and this brings into question the proposals for business 
development in Dawlish.  This would result in the vast majority of new residents having to 
travel outside of the area to find work, thus adding to environmental concerns as well as 
increasing traffic flow. The A379 is alredy inadequate and dangerous and even with a rail 
service, roads into the local towns are very congested at the start and end of the normal 
working day. Local views on the impact on travel infrastucrture have been completely 
ignored.  
 
The proposed housing numbers now bear little comparison to recent population growth, 
nor to any reasonable future predictions of growth in the local area. The views and opinions 
of the local community seem to have been ignored in favour of substantially increased 
housing development in the Dawlish area. Already there are many new business units lying 
empty and the widespread adverse publicity will deter any business startups.  
 
Major developments at Exminster and the proposed excessive housing numbers in the 
Dawlish area will further limit natural water drainage and therefore contribute to even more 
flooding and the associated pollution.  
 
The impact of the likely pollution on our wildlife habitat on the Exe estuaryhave not been 
considered. Making another country park to Dawlish Warren will have further detrimental 
effect and more suitable locations have not been adequtely considered. 
 
Sincerely 
 
Trudy Stiles 
 
48 Cofton Hill, Cockwood, Exeter EX6 8RB 
 
 


