
1 

G:\BID\Consultation & Engagement\Relationship Groups\G&Ts\Forum\Meetings\2017\AutumnWinter171122 

 

Teignbridge Gypsy & Traveller Forum 
Meeting held at noon, on Wednesday 22 November, 2017   

Old Forde House, Newton Abbot 
 

In attendance (alphabetical 
order) 

01626 361101 
                    businessimprovement@teignbridge.gov.uk 
                                                 www.teignbridge.gov.uk 
 
  

Anne Mountjoy TDC (Communications)  

Ashley Lamb Parish Clerk  

Celia Hadow TDC (Improvement)  

Charlotte Small Advisory Teacher  
Claire Rodway East Devon (Planning)  

David Eaton TDC (Environmental Health)  
Diane Black Romany  

Diane Hodge Romany  

Diane Penfold Romany  

Elaine Gosling Romany  

Emma Trayfoot New Traveller  

Graham Davey TDC (Housing)   

Hannah Cameron Mid Devon (Planning)  

Humphrey Clemens TDC Cllr  

Heather Small   

Ian Perry TDC (Planning)  
Jackie Hook DCC & TDC Cllr  

Josh Lewis Teign Housing  

Kate Marks Police (Diversity )  

Lizzie Isaacs Romany, Co-chair l 

Lynne Garnett Teign Housing  Co-chair  

Mandy Life TDC (Cleansing)  

Matti Spence New Traveller  

Ricky Small Romany  

Richard Small Romany  

Sue Bawdon   

Tim Golder TDC Cllr  

Tony Thomson + 2 FFT/SGTCLT  

Tom Packman Romany  

Trevor Shaw TDC (Planning)  

Wayne Moore + 2 
Apologies: 

  

Caroline Small Romany  

Claire Penfold Romany  

Helen  Bellamy Romany, Co-chair   

Jenny Rayner Liaison Service, Devon County Council j 
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Teignbridge Gypsy & Traveller Forum     

Noon  Wednesday 22 November, 2017 Old Forde House, Newton Abbot 
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Introductions - everyone in the room introduced themselves. 

 

2 

 
New Sites Update: 

 Heathfield & Bovey presentation    An application for 9 permanent pitches on a site on 
the Bovey Straights is being validated by Teignbridge’s Planning Department, once valid 
it will become public.  The owner, presented his proposal to the forum. The site is able to 
easily access nearby shops, schools and other facilities and is well served by the existing 
highway network and footpath. These pitches will be classed as affordable homes. 
 
A new entrance will be constructed which will give better visibility and enable a 26 ton 
lorry to turn; necessary for refuse vehicles.  There will be a 5-6m wide buffer alongside 
the road which will include a hedge, Devon bank and trees, this will ensure safety for 
children as well as privacy. One third of the site will be taken up by pitches of varying 
sizes and in different orientations. Each pitch will allow for a static caravan, tourer and 
utility building as well as parking for occupants and visitors. The distances between 
caravans will be according to Park Home guidance and will need to adhere to terms of 
the site license. 
 
A number of surveys, including ecology and traffic have been completed and submitted 
with the application.  Funding for the site is currently being negotiated, but likely to come 
from off-site developer affordable housing contributions linked to urban extensions within 
the Council’s Local Plan.  It is proposed that the site, like the one at Haldon, will be 
owned by Teignbridge and managed by Teign Housing. Tenants will be sought from the 
waiting list (see item 6) 
 
The owner wished to know if the proposals have what the Romany Gypsy community 
need?         
Members of the forum received the outline proposal with enthusiasm.  The proposal will 
help in meeting the need for sites, particularly for those individuals not able to purchase 
their own as these pitches would be for rent. 
 
Questions: 
 

 Would the pitches be temporary or permanent? Could some of the pitches be 
transit? 

 Confirmation that the site would not be privately owned and that pitches would be 
for rent 

 Whether homes would be provided as well as hard standing area. 

 The size of pitches – these need to be able to accommodate double, as well a 
single chalets, (a hard stand area of 18m x 7m is ideal –  the largest ones 
proposed is 13m x 7m). 

 Road-crossings 

 Fencing required to protect children (as at the Haldon site) 

 The need to provide parking for overnight visitors 
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 Romany Gypsy sites are not the same as Park homes, and that the needs of New 
Travellers are not the same as for Romany Gypsies, (Travellers tend to be self-
selecting and do not choose to mix) 

 pleased that the site would be amongst trees, and ongoing planting of native trees 
but these must not be too close to pitches. 

 
To give further feedback go to Teignbridge’s planning website, (ref 17/02742/FUL),  or 
write to Graham.Davey@Teignbridge.gov.uk 
 
It was suggested that the owner do a similar consultation with Bovey Tracey Town 
Council – this is an open meeting, Liz would be happy to attend. 
 

3 Notes of last meeting on 27 April, 2017 were agreed 
Past notes can be found at www.teignbridge.gov.uk/gypsiesandtravellers 
 

4    Matters arising from the notes to the last meeting      None 

   5 
 
AGM – choosing who will chair the meetings for the next year or so 

No new offers came forward of people prepared to be chairs, so it was suggested that 
Helen, Lynne and Lizzie were asked if they would stand again and were elected. 

  6 Waiting list for pitches (LG, GD) 

Any Traveller over the age of 15 is encouraged to register an interest if they want a 
pitch locally. Teignbridge uses this list to show that there is a need. The list, is now being 
kept by Lynne Garnett, (people do not have to say where they are living at present - 
some prefer to remain anonymous with just a phone number to ring should a pitch 
become available.) 

To add your name fill in the form on the website, or contact Lynne or Graham, (phone 
Lynne on 01626 322789 or  07793248609 , or in person at Teign Housing, Unit 10, The 
Buttermarket, Newton Abbot, TQ12 2RX) 
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The Zero Tolerance To Hate Crime Campaign (KM) 

Hate crime in general is on the increase and the police are keen for businesses and 

organisations to sign up to The ‘Zero Tolerance to Hate Crime’ pledge, particularly public-

facing premises.  Signatories will be sent posters to display in shops and other public 

spaces. Different posters are being made to highlighting specific groups (such as the 

disabled); the forum was keen to have one focusing on Gypsies and Travellers, and is 

happy to sign up to the pledge. 

  

    8 

 

 Talk and discussion: 

     i Update and explanation of site licences (DE) 
 
There are two bits of legislation that are used for the site licence:  Caravan Sites and 
Control of Development Act 1960 and the relevant model standards.  These need to be 
adopted by the local authority and are added as conditions to a licence. 

mailto:Graham.Davey@Teignbridge.gov.uk
http://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/gypsiesandtravellers


 

 

 
Licences reflect the planning approval specific to each particular site, e.g. it may relate to 
a particular family and it may dictate where about the pitch needs to be on the site. 
 
The Government provides guidance and model conditions which Teignbridge then 
applies.  The current conditions are a number of years old and many of these are now not 
relevant (such as the need for a telephone land line, or a caretaker on site). 
 
The site licence is about the safety of occupants, particularly regarding the danger of fire, 
it is not concerned with what goes on inside (e.g. heating or dampness). The licence 
requires correct facilities, the Act gives Teignbridge the power to make the owner do what 
is needed and will get involved if the relationship between the owner and occupant 
breaks down. 
 
Some years ago Teignbridge carried out general visits to all sites every year.  Now the 
council tends to only act where there are particular problems and these are on a risk-
based approach. 
 
However in April this year a letter was sent out explaining that we were updating to the 
new model standards which may require owners to make some improvements: e.g. if fire 
insulation is good, vans can be closer together  (5.25 m can include the insulation).  All 
site licences will be amended to the new standards when Teignbridge has formally 
adopted them. 
 
Question:  Might we have to move items in order to comply?   
If the units currently comply it is unlikely that any units would need to move. 
 
Question:  How far apart do 2 caravans have to be on the same pitch?  (e.g. within a 
family group, nice to have caravans which are children’s bedrooms close to parents)? – 
The legislation would require them to be currently 6 metres apart.  However, it will 
depend on each particular site and ultimately it would be up to the fire officer to make a 
final decision regarding the increased risk. 
 

  ii Where should Local Authorities be providing pitches? (HC) 

Hannah Cameron is a Mid-Devon planner, she is studying for her Masters is doing 

research about whether sites should be a part of large scale developments, or if 

developers should always be encouraged to provide off-site contributions.   

On the whole it was felt that off-site does tend to reduce friction.                  (There was 

not time to discuss this topic.  Some members spoke to Hannah after the meeting, she 

will be happy to send her questionnaire to anyone contacting her before the end of 

December  hcameron@middevon.gov.uk  ) 
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i 

 

ii 

iii 

 

iv 

Promoting positive images of Gypsies and Travellers:  how to celebrate Gypsy Roma 
Traveller History Month, June 2018. 
 
ML – Teignbridge’s Recycling Team go on road shows throughout the summer and 
offered for a stand or leaflet be displayed at these events. 
KM can help access funding for a June event (e.g. Crimebeat funds) 
LI has a friend who is investigating family lines coming originally from India in order to 
pinpoint when Gypsies first came to England.  It would be good to find funding for this as 
a project.  CH suggested the Heritage Lottery. 
RS suggested a parade with flags and horses and carts from Kingsteignton to Newton 
Abbot one day during June to celebrate Gypsy Roma Traveller History Month. 

mailto:hcameron@middevon.gov.uk
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10 Issues requested to be addressed at the forum: 

 Viability appraisal - Developers’ commitments to social housing and G&T sites (IP) 
 
The Council has a duty to consider planning applications for residential development and 
has set housing targets based on need; including affordable homes. Housing developers 
are businesses and are in the business of building houses to make money. Within the 
development industry there are accepted levels of profit, which will vary depending upon 
economic conditions. 
 
Modern developments will often require various contributions towards infrastructure or 
other obligations from developers in order to make their development acceptable, this 
could include road improvements, schools and so forth.  Developers should consider 
these costs when purchasing sites but there still remain times when there are 
unexpected costs which would reduce the level of profit they can make.  
 
As part of the planning process the applicant, if they are projecting a lower than accepted 
level of profit, can consider the viability of the scheme and submit a detailed financial 
report to the Council. The Council have this assessed by an independent expert to 
ensure the calculations and figures are acceptable. If the Council agree then obligations 
equivalent to the reduction in profit can be removed. Current Policy says that the 
reduction is in the number of affordable homes provided, this includes Gypsy and 
Traveller pitches as these are classified as affordable homes. Affordable homes reduce 
the level of profit as they involve the sale of a plot of residential land for less than could 
be achieved if sold on the open market.  
 
To determine whether there is a reduction in Gypsy or Traveller pitches or affordable 
bricks and mortar housing we have to take each site on its merits. An option that can be 
considered is the provision of these pitches outside the allocated site. For example both 
our NA1 and SWE1 allocations require pitches. Rather than trying to get them on these 
residential sites it would be acceptable to provide them “off-site” elsewhere. This could be 
a more cost effective option and would likely be also preferable for the Gypsy and 
Traveller community. A financial contribution could also be provided to the Council but if 
this happens the Council would need to have a location in mind to provide the pitches 
and have a genuine ability to deliver.   
 

11 Royal Town Planning Institute SW – invitation to contribute to Seminar on Social 
Inclusion in December 2018  (TS) 

On 5 December 2018 the Royal Town Planning Institute will be holding a Conference in 
Cheltenham.  It will be about social inclusion and sustainable development and could 
include accessing pitches (and houses) and services.  There will be an opportunity for the 
Forum to speak at this event. TS will talk to LI to discuss our input. 

 Open Forum 

 How useful has today’s meeting been? - HC has been coming to Forum meetings for 6 

years of so, finds them of great interest and use as a Councillor.  Pleased to see officers 



 

 

from two neighbouring Districts attending, hope they will explore holding their own forum 

meetings in future. 

Visitors from Somerset thanked the forum for allowing them to attend the meeting and 

would welcome it if their local Councils were to hold similar forums.  It was suggested 

they contact Cllr Ric Pallister, South Somerset DC 

Suggested topics that might it be useful to address and might attract other G&Ts 

to attend meetings: 

Having guests is good 

Universal Credit – the forum thought it would be useful for an officer to attend the next 

meeting to explain how Universal Credit will work when it comes into Full Service in 

Teignbridge in May.  (It will affect anyone making a new claim (or has a change in 

circumstances) for one of the following benefits: Child Tax Credit, Housing Benefit, 

Income Support, Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance (JSA), income-related 

Employment and Support Allowance (ESA), or Working Tax Credit). 

Being Self-Employed and Tax Returns – this is particularly of interest as many 

Travellers' income is subject to seasonal changes.  (Digital tax returns are being phased 

in and businesses, self-employed and landlords will need to start updating HMRC 

quarterly).  

Substance misuse & health issues – the Forum is happy to invite a nurse to attend the 

next meeting 

All Travellers are welcome to suggest subjects they would like discusses by talking to 

one of the Chairs, or CH  businessimprovement@teignbridge.gov.uk 

 East Devon  is proposing to provide two new sites (12-30 pitches), on the edge of 

Cranbrook.  At this stage the plans are in draft and the Council is seeking views as to 

who might want to live there, whether the sites are in the best locations and how they 

should be laid out. 

Settled community feel there is no need for pitches, so the council is seeking feedback 

from anyone (regardless of where they live, or whether or not they are Travellers 

themselves), to find out if this is indeed the case. 

Claire would be pleased to hear from anyone with a view on what the Council should do 

(by 8 January) on 01395 517543  or crodway@eastdevon.gov.uk 

13 Agree date, timing and topics for next meeting 
Evening of Tuesday 24 April, 2018 
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