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COMMUNICATION, MOVEMENT 
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£4m secured to aid
delivery of Dawlish Link Road

Introduction of CIL

£9m secured through major
schemes for transport infrastructure

23.4km of cycle path
delivered since 2014

Acquisition of final
section of NA1 road route
linking the A382 to A383

Approval for A382
Road improvements

Opening of South
Devon Highway

Opening of South
Devon University Technical
College in Newton Abbot

80% of District premises have
Superfast broadband access

New Kingsteignton
Free School secured

£8m CIL Liability
notices issued

£1.4m CIL
receipts collected

Delivery of the
Pavilions in Teignmouth

Limited rural
bus network

High cost of
infrastructure
provision

Mitigation of road
congestion around town
centres and routes into Exeter

Extensive highway works
required to increase capacity

Commuting by bicycle
tends to be seasonal

15-25% of CIL receipts
allocated to Town & 
Parish Councils

High volume claiming
self-build CIL relief

Delivering electric vehicle
infrastructure to support
ongoing transition

Limited rail connection in
western areas of District

Delivering sufficient green
infrastructure to support
growing population

COMMUNICATION, MOVEMENT & INFRASTRUCTURE



ISSUES CONSULTATION - 21 MAY 2018-16 JULY 2018104

COMMUNICATION, MOVEMENT & INFRASTRUCTURE

Communication Movement & Infrastructure
 7.1 National policy states identifying and coordinating the 

provision of infrastructure is a key economic objective 
to build a responsive and competitive economy and 
support sustainable development.  

7.2 It requires plans to set out the contribution 
requirements for different types of development. In 
particular they should set out policy requirements 
for the level and types of affordable housing, and for 
supporting infrastructure including (but not limited to) 
education, transport, health, green infrastructure, and 
digital infrastructure. These requirements should not 
make a development unviable and plans should set out 
the circumstances in which further viability assessment 
may be required in deciding individual applications. 

7.3 Local Plan policy S5: Infrastructure provides the broad 
context for new and improved infrastructure which is 
required to support sustainable communities. Relevant 
elements of required infrastructure include;

• Improvements to public transport provision and 
cycle and pedestrian provision 

• New roads and road improvements, 
• New schools & enhancements to existing schools, 
• Additional GP provision,
• Green infrastructure, 
• New and improved open space, recreation and 

leisure provision
• Affordable housing,
• Habitat creation, restoration and mitigation.  

7.4 The infrastructure requirements arising from 
development identified in the current Local Plan are 
detailed in the Infrastructure Delivery Plan43.  

 
7.5 It identifies approximate time periods for delivery, the 

nature of the priority, the key delivery partners, and 
the likely costs of projects. The infrastructure projects 
listed include those funded by public finances, by 
private sector companies and by other organisations 
that contribute to delivering the infrastructure we need. 
The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is a charge for 
new development based upon additional floorspace. 

GREAT PLACES TO 
LIVE AND WORK

https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/media/1717/idp_update_2016.pdf
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The money raised can be used to fund a wide range of 
infrastructure needed to support new development within 
the District, not necessarily in the location where the 
money is raised.

7.6 Since the introduction of the Community Infrastructure 
Levy, £1.4m of receipts have been collected and a further 
£8m CIL liability notices issued. This is helping to fund a 
number of important projects.

7.7 Whilst CIL funds strategic infrastructure improvements, 
legal agreements between the Council and developers 
called Section 106 agreements are used to ensure 
infrastructure that is required to make new development 
acceptable is provided. S106 agreements are also used to 
secure affordable housing delivery where required as part 
of mixed development. 

7.8 A number of infrastructure projects have been or are 
nearing completion since the Local Plans’ adoption which 
include:

• The Pavilions, which provides a community and 
enterprise resource to improve the leisure and cultural 
facilities of Teignmouth

• South Devon University Technical College which 
provides specialised training in Engineering, Science 
and the Environment in Newton Abbot. 

• The South Devon Highway, providing a 5.5km dual 
carriageway between Newton Abbot and Torbay, 
bypassing Kingskerswell and improving local air quality. 
Improved access to the area has been projected to 
lead to creation of nearly 8000 jobs in South Devon.

Infrastructure to Support Development
7.9 The additional growth identified in previous chapters 

will require supporting infrastructure to ensure new 
development creates sustainable communities where 
people want to live, work and visit.

7.10 National policy seeks authorities to engage in joint 
working to help determine where additional infrastructure 
is necessary, and whether development needs that cannot 
be met wholly within a particular plan area could be met 
elsewhere.
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7.11 The Greater Exeter Strategic Plan will identify the 
strategic cross-boundary infrastructure requirements 
over the wider-plan area and these will be included 
within an updated Infrastructure Delivery Plan. 

  
7.12 The Local Plan Review will undertake an Infrastructure 

Capacity Assessment to understand the additional 
pressures on infrastructure created as a result of 
the additional development requirements. The 
requirements must be balanced against viability to 
ensure the total cumulative cost of all relevant policies 
is not of a scale that will make development unviable. 
A Whole Plan Viability Assessment will aid in the 
understanding between infrastructure requirements and 
what can viably be achieved through the Community 
Infrastructure Levy and S106.

Housing Infrastructure Fund 
7.13 The Housing Infrastructure Fund44  is a pot of up to £5 

billion of government funding to key local infrastructure 
projects including new roads, cycle paths, flood 
defenses and land remediation work needed to unlock 
housing development sites.  

7.14 Working with our Greater Exeter Delivery partners, who 
put in complementary bids across the area, Teignbridge 
were very successful in their bid for a portion of this 
infrastructure funding for the Dawlish Relief Road in 
which £4.2 million was secured towards its delivery that 
will unlock 350 new houses. 

7.15 The Council will continue to pursue funding 
opportunities to deliver the infrastructure that will 
benefit the District, its residents, workers and visitors. 

Electric and Low Emission Vehicle Infrastructure
7.16 The Government has announced plans to end 

conventional car and van sales by 2040 and for almost 
every car on the road to be zero emissions by 2050. 
This has clearly set the future direction that the use of 
electric and low emission vehicles is set to increase 
significantly over the plan period. 

7.17 The draft National Planning Policy Framework requires 
that in considering development proposals it should 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/625528/DCLG_Introduction_to_Housing_Infrastructure_WEB.pdf
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be ensured that they are designed to enable charging of 
plug-in and other ultra-low emission vehicles. 

7.18 Local Plan policy S9: Sustainable Transport recognises the 
integral role transport plays in a successful economy and 
healthier communities and seeks to minimise the impacts 
of the private car and encourage alternative modes of 
transport. This includes support for infrastructure for 
electric vehicles. 

7.19 Policy S9 supports electric vehicle infrastructure but the 
Local Plan does not currently include a requirement for 
developments to incorporate such facilities as electric car 
charging points.

Question 28:
What implications should the Local Plan Review consider 
when drafting a policy to require electric charging point 
infrastructure on new developments?

Loss of Local Facilities’ 
7.20 The Council value the role and importance of retaining 

existing local facilities and service provision such as local 
shops and community centres. Local Plan policy WE12 
seeks to retain these services through a set of criteria 
which need to be met before another use is acceptable. 
These include demonstrating that the use is no longer 
necessary or viable in the long term. 

7.21 The Draft Settlement Hierarchy Review identified very 
limited loss of service provision between 2011 and 2017, 
particularly in our defined settlements. 

7.22 Ogwell Neighbourhood Plan has sought to refine the 
requirements an applicant must meet to demonstrate a 
local shop use is no longer necessary or viable. It aims to 
provide clarity to decision-makers and applicants on the 
evidence needed to justify the loss including:

 “an independent assessment that the vacant units 
have been actively marketed and offered at a 
reasonable rent for a minimum period of 1 year, a 
market view of the sites and details of the marketing.”

7.23 This applies to Ogwell parish only and specifically 
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to local shops however the additional clarity this 
neighbourhood plan policy provides could be included 
in a revised loss of local facilities policy, through the 
Local Plan Review.   

Question 29:
Is it appropriate to include additional marketing 
requirements before the loss of local facilities to alternative 
uses?

Question 30:
Do you have any other suggestions to improve Local Plan 
Policy WE12?

Safeguarding Heathfield Railway Line 
7.24 Figure 14 illustrates the coastal route of the only 

active railway through Teignbridge which limits rail 
connectivity to the western parts of the District, 
resulting in a greater reliance on the private car. 

7.25 National policy states planning policies should identify 
and protect sites and routes which could be critical in 
developing infrastructure to widen transport choice. 

7.26 This opportunity is presented in Local Plan policy S10 
which safeguards the Newton Abbot to Heathfield 
Railway Line route as a movement corridor to enable its 
future transport use.   

7.27 The re-opening of the Heathfield to Newton Abbot 
section of the Teign Valley Railway as a commuter 
route would provide additional rail connectivity further 
into the west of the District. It would link a centre of 
employment to the rail network and provides residents 
of Heathfield, Bovey Tracey and surrounding areas with 
an additional transport option from the private car.  

7.28 Since the adoption of the Local Plan, Heathfield Railway 
Revival Group have continued to pursue their ambition 
of a re-opened, active Heathfield railway line and have 
made considerable progress towards this aim. 

7.29 The Local Plan Review provides the opportunity to 
reflect this additional progress and provide additional 
support to its delivery. This could potentially be 

MOVING UP A GEAR
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through a safeguarding area on the policies map and an 
accompanying policy.  

Question 31:
What can the Local Plan Review include to provide additional 
support for the re-opening of the Heathfield Railway Line? 

Access to Broadband 
7.30 National policy establishes that high quality and reliable 

communications infrastructure is essential to economic 
growth and social well-being. It sets out that planning 
policies should prioritise full fibre connections to existing 
and new developments. 

7.31 The District Council has been working with the 
Connecting Devon & Somerset partnership to improve 
access to Broadband and speed of available service. 
There has been a steady increase in broadband coverage 
in the Devon & Somerset area, however the percentage 
remains lower than the national average as illustrated in 
Figure 28.

 
7.32 The Draft Settlement Hierarchy also analysed broadband 

Figure 28: Broadband Access by District

Teignbridge East Devon Mid Devon TorbayExeter
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availability and speeds on a local level through a review 
by rural postcode via the Ofcom Broadband checker45.   
This assessment also noted high to total coverage 
of superfast broadband availability in the urban area 
and towns but more patchy availability in more rural 
locations.

7.33 The Greater Exeter Strategic Plan is anticipated to 
include an over-arching policy requirement for new 
developments to provide a full fibre connection to the 
front door.

7.34 The Local Plan Review will include a similar 
requirement if the Greater Exeter Strategic Plan 
does not provide a strategic broadband policy. 
Alternatively, the Local Plan Review may provide 
some additional detail if required.  

Q32.  Do you have any other comments or suggestions on 
matters not covered by the consultation questions?

  
Q.33  Are there any other issues which the local plan 

review should be focusing on? 

https://checker.ofcom.org.uk/
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