
 

  General  
 

Q. What is the Teignbridge Local Plan 2013-2033? 
 
A. The Teignbridge Local Plan 2013-2033 sets out the policies, proposals and 
actions to meet the environmental, social and economic needs of the area up 
to 2033. It sets out a strategy for the level and distribution of development and 
supporting infrastructure, sets policies upon which planning applications are 
determined and contains proposals for monitoring the success of the plan.  
 
 
Q. Why are we reviewing the Teignbridge Local Plan 2013-2033? 
 
A. National government requires local authorities to review their Local Plans 
every 5 years to reflect the changing needs of their area. We are extending 
the Plan period by 7 years to align with GESP. There have been changes to 
national planning policy - we need more houses and we need them to be built 
more quickly. 
 
 
Q What will happen to the Teignbridge Local Plan 2013 – 2033? 
 
A. Many of the existing policies and proposals/allocations of the Local Plan 
will remain unchanged and will be incorporated within the Local Plan Review.  
However, once adopted, the Teignbridge Local Plan Review will replace the 
Local Plan 2013 – 2033.  Until then, the Teignbridge Local Plan 2013 – 2033 
will remain to be used in the determination of planning applications. 
 
Q. What was the recent consultation about? 
 
A. The consultation was seeking people’s views on the main planning issues 
affecting Teignbridge now and up to 2040, as set out in the Issues 
Consultation, Settlement Hierarchy Review, Settlement Boundary Review, 
Statement of Community Involvement and Sustainability Appraisal/Strategic 
Environmental Assessment Draft Scoping Report documents. Its purpose 
was to spark discussion and comment about the key issues facing 
Teignbridge. 
 
 
Q. What is being done with the comments submitted during this 
consultation period? 

 A.  All comments received in writing (including email) during the consultation 
period are currently being processed, analysed and considered and we will 
produce a Consultation Statement (a document setting out the main issues 
raised and how these will inform the preparation of the Draft Plan).  The key 
issues arising from the comments will inform the next stages of the Local 



Plan Review and the Draft Local Plan Review.  The comments will be made 
public, but your personal details would be omitted. 

 
Q. Will I be kept informed about the next stages of the preparation of 
the Local Plan Review? 
 
A. If you have responded to the recent consultation you will automatically be 
kept informed of the next stages, unless you request to have your contact 
details removed, which you can do at any time. 
 

Q.  Will I be able to make comment on the Draft Plan, when it is 
published in January 2020? 

A.  Yes, there will be a public consultation period of at least 6 weeks for 
anyone who is interested to make comments on the draft Plan.  The 
comments submitted will be considered when preparing the Proposed 
Submission Plan. 

 
Q. How long does the Local Plan Review process take? 
 
A.  We intend to publish a Draft Local Plan Review in January 2020.  This 
Draft Local Plan will be subject to public consultation and, following changes 
made as a result of the consultation, we intend to publish a Proposed 
Submission Local Plan Review in November 2021. This would then be 
subject to “examination” and we aim to adopt the Local Plan Review in 
December 2022. 
 
 
Q.  When will I know which areas of land will be allocated for 
development? 
 
A.  The draft Plan, which will be published for public consultation in January 
2020, will show the sites that are proposed to be allocated for development. 
 
 
Q. How will the Local Plan Review affect Neighbourhood Plans? 
 
A. Allocations in Neighbourhood Plans for development, such as employment 
or housing sites, will be reflected in the Local Plan Review where they comply 
with plan development requirements.  However, where policies in a 
Neighbourhood Plan conflict with those of a Local Plan, the most recent 
document will take precedence. 
 
 
Q. What is the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)? 
 



A. The NPPF is a document that sets out national government’s planning 
policies for England and which explains how these policies should be applied. 
Local Plans must comply with the policies set out in the NPPF. 
 
 
Q. What is the Greater Exeter Strategic Plan? 
 
A. The Greater Exeter Strategic Plan (GESP) is an overarching strategic plan 
covering the areas of Mid Devon, East Devon, Exeter and Teignbridge.  It will 
set the distribution of development across the four districts, allocate large 
scale residential (500+ dwellings) and employment (5 hectares +) sites, 
contain policies for joint environmental issues (eg Exe Estuary) and joint 
infrastructure proposals. 
 
 
Q. What is a “Call for Sites”? 
 
A.  A Call for Sites is an invitation by the local planning authority for 
landowners to put forward land to be considered for development and 
potential allocation in the Local Plan Review. 
 
 
Q.  I have submitted details of my land under the call for sites process – 
when will I know if it has been successful? 
 
A.  This should be early 2019. 
 
 
Q. What is a Sustainability Appraisal/Strategic Environmental 
Assessment Scoping Report? 
 
A. There is a requirement to produce a Sustainability Appraisal/Strategic 
Environmental Assessment alongside the Local Plan Review to allow for the 
possible impacts and implications of the plan to be tested against a range of 
Sustainability Objectives.  The Scoping Report establishes the framework 
against which a more detailed appraisal of emerging and final strategy, 
policies and allocations can be assessed. 
 
 
Q.  What is a “Housing and Employment Land Availability Assessment” 
(HELAA)? 
 
A.  A Housing and Employment Land Availability Assessment (HELAA) is a 
register of possible sites for housing, economic and other development in the 
District. It determines the suitability, availability and achievability of land for 
development. 
 
 
Q. What is a “Statement of Community Involvement” (SCI)? 
 



A.  A Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) sets out with whom, when 
and how the Council will consult the local community about planning policy 
and planning applications. 
 
 
Q.  What is the “Settlement Hierarchy Review”? 
 
A.  The Settlement Hierarchy Review is a paper that looks at the role and 
function of settlements within Teignbridge, based on their range of, and 
access to, services and facilities, their connectivity by rail, bus and road and 
broadband/mobile phone connectivity. 
 
 
Q.  What is the “Settlement Boundary Review”? 
 
A.  The Settlement Boundary Review is a paper that looks at all of the towns 
and villages within Teignbridge that have “settlement boundaries” in relation 
to three settlement boundary principles.  It proposes changes to the 
settlement boundaries of some settlements based on these principles and on 
the physical changes that have happened in the 20 years since the 
boundaries were comprehensively reviewed. 

 
 


