
 

 

Homes 

 
 
Q. Why do we need to keep building more houses? 
 
A. We need to keep building houses for our expanding population and 
increasing number of households to live in. National government has set a 
target to build 300,000 houses each year and has set targets for the number of 
houses each local authority in England has to provide land for. 
 
 
Q.  What is the District’s Objectively Assessed Need for housing? 
 
A.  The term “Objectively Assessed Need” for housing refers to the minimum 
requirement for housing numbers in the District. National government now 
calculates this number, which is based on population projections and includes 
an uplift relative to the unaffordability of housing.   
 
 
Q.  How many houses do we need to build in Teignbridge? 
 
A.  National government has set a provisional target of 756 dwellings per 
year for Teignbridge.  This is more than the 620 dwellings currently set out 
in the Local Plan. 
 
 
Q. What would happen if we did not provide enough land for housing or 
did not build as many houses as the government wants Teignbridge to 
do? 
 
A. If we did not allocate enough land for the number of houses national 
government wants us to build, the national planning policy presumption in 
favour of development would apply and there would be speculative 
development on land not allocated for development in the Local Plan. 
 
 
Q.  How are we going to build more houses each year? 
 
A.  To build more houses we are looking for smaller sites that can be built 
quickly and by small to medium sized builders. We are also considering 
Modern Methods of Construction, where houses or parts of houses are 
constructed off site and then assembled on site. 
 
 
Q.  Where are we going to put all of these new houses? 
 
A.  We have not decided where new housing should be located.  However, we 
are considering the proportion of development that should be located in urban 



extensions, towns, villages or a new settlement.  This “spatial distribution of 
development” is part of this consultation. 
 
 
Q.  Why can’t we just build affordable housing? 
 
A. If all housing was offered as affordable housing then developers would not 
make profit on schemes and they would not be built.  Therefore, we ask for a 
proportion of new houses to be affordable.  
 
 
Q. What is being done to help provide for the different housing needs of 
different people? 
 
A.  We are looking at the best way to achieve the right mix of housing for our 
residents, based on what we have and what we need.  We are also looking at 
ways to make sure that new houses are adaptable so they can meet the 
changing needs of people over time, which allows them to stay in their own 
homes and live independently for longer. 
 

 
Q.  Why do we have to build on greenfield land? 
 
A.  Teignbridge has a limited supply of brownfield land.  The 53 hectares of 
brownfield land identified in the Brownfield Register would provide for 
approximately 807 homes.  We need to provide land for an indicative number 
of 756 dwellings per year. We do not have sufficient brownfield land to meet 
our housing or other development needs and we will need to develop on 
greenfield land as well as brownfield land. 
 
Q.  Will Teignbridge adopt the Nationally Described Space Standards? 
 
A.  The development in Teignbridge has historically met or exceeded the 
Nationally Described Space Standards, which set minimum standards for 
internal floorspace and built-in storage.  Therefore, we need to carefully 
consider whether adopting them would result in better standards of space or 
not. 
 
 
Q.  How is Teignbridge going to raise design standards across the 
District? 
 
A.  We would like to see higher standards of design for all new development in 
the District.  To help with this we have prepared a Design Guide that sets out 
what we mean by good design.   The Local Plan Review is an opportunity for 
us to strengthen design policy to achieve the type of development people want 
to see. 
 
 
Q. What is Custom and Self Build Housing? 



 
A.  Custom and self build housing projects are ones where someone directly 
organises the design and construction of their own home.  This can take a 
“hands on” approach or involve employing someone to build your own home 
for you.  It can be for an individual building a single house or a group of people 
building a number of houses. 
 
 
Q. What is the Custom and Self Build Register? 
 
A.  The Custom and Self Build Register is a list of people looking for land for 
custom and self build projects.  You can register at 
www.teignbridge.gov.uk/planning/custom-and-self-build 
 

 

 

http://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/planning/custom-and-self-build

