
Teignbridge Town Centres



Teignbridge Town Centres

5 designated in the Local Plan

• Bovey Tracey

• Chudleigh

•Dawlish

•Newton Abbot

• Teignmouth 



• The way we shop locally is changing 

•Online convenience and comparison

• Lowering high street footfall

• Increasing pressure on high street retailer 
profits



Change

Our town centres are being used and experienced 
differently

What are our town 
centres currently 
being used for?



Change

Our town centres are being used and experienced 
differently:

• Leisure and entertainment

• Eating, drinking

• Socialising

• Small independent retailers 

• Health and beauty experiences 



Teignbridge Local Plan 2013-2033: Policies

The limits set out in Local Plan are:

• historic limits considered to maintain a 
significant proportion of retail 
provision.  

• The limit for non-retail uses in current 
local plan policy has been exceeded in 
some areas and does not reflect:

 Distinctive characteristics

 The changing role of our town centres

 Ambitions for town centres



The Challenge

• The Teignbridge Local Plan Review needs to respond 
to these changing trends and circumstances.

• To blend uses within 
our town centres so 
that they remain 
thriving places as the 
economic and social 
hearts of our district.



The Town Centre Study

• Recommend town 
centre and retail policy 
options 

• Create the conditions 
within which town 
centres can thrive



Where will they 
spend their 

money? 

What traditional 
town centre uses 

will people go 
elsewhere for?

What will 
bring people 
into our town 

centres? 

What are the ‘push and pull’ factors of the high street?



Would innovative 
use of premises 

extend the hours 
of use?

What are the main 
activity hours of 
the town centre 
now and in the 

future?

What are the ‘push and pull’ factors of the high street?



Our Towns

• What do you use them for?

• Why don’t you use them?

• What does they need to move forward?



• Control vs flexibility

• Locality or specific to the nature of the place 

• What is the USP of each town centre?

• Should we promote particular uses in particular 
areas, e.g. specialist quarters or individual streets?

• Is there an optimum mix/balance of town centre 
uses?

Moving forwards



• Who can make this happen?

• How can we make this happen?

 Policy

 Land / sites?

 Who invests?

• Difficult decisions!

 Brownfield redevelopment: consolidation and 
density

 Relocation of existing uses?

Challenges to consider:



Have we 
missed 

anything?

Any other 
ideas?


