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TEIGNBRIDGE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS  (TALC) 

Secretary: Dudley Swain   01392 833353             email: dudleyswain@yahoo.co.uk 

Minutes 
of the meeting held on Thursday 28th November 2019 at Forde House 

 
Present: 

Ashton  ..........................  John May 

Bishopsteignton  ............  Henry Merritt 

Bridford  ........................  Roger Dowding  

Dawlish..........................  Val Mawhood   

Denbury & Torbryan  ....  Tony Brownhill 

Dunchideock  .................  Stephen Moor 

Hennock  .......................  Charlie Fisher 

Ideford  .........................  John Allgrove 

Ipplepen  .......................  Roger Carnell; Steve Rattlidge 

 

 Kenn & Kennford  .........  Andy Chislett  

 Kingsteignton  ................  Stephen Plummer; Roger Peart  

 Newton Abbot  ...............  David Howe (Chairman); 

                                           Carol Bunday; Mike Hocking 

 Ogwell  ...........................  Michael Lant  

 Shillingford St George  ..  Peter Barwell  

  

 Mid-Devon Advertiser  ..  Sandra Perraton 

 TDC  ..............................  Gary Powell 

 Secretary  .......................  Dudley Swain 

1 Apologies: 

Ashburton (John Nutley); Buckfastleigh (Huw Cox); Ideford (David Fox); Moretonhampstead (John Ferrand-

Rogers); North Bovey (Peter Keesom); Shillingford St George (John Parrott); Tedburn St Mary (Patricia Moody); 

Whitestone (Tanya Miles; Ron Bramhall); TDC Ward Members (Alistair Dewhirst; Sarah Parker-Khan, Sylvia 

Russell) 

2 Cllr. John Hart, Leader DCC – Budget Matters 

Cllr. Hart covered the very wide range of DCC budget and service matters for this year and 2020/21.  

A particular difficulty is that DCC must set the 2020/21 budget by early January and the with present 

election situation, the timing of the announcement of our government grant is of great concern since it 

is essential to our budget process. 

The target budget for 2020/21 will be set mid-December but as ever, there are considerable challenges.  

Care in the community is going to be more costly but government is not funding the necessary 

additions which will therefore fall onto council tax.  Schools grant funding for Special Educational 

Needs & Disabilities (SEND) is currently overspending by £18.7m.  Care in the community next year 

may well receive £5.5m more from government but this will not be enough to cover anticipated costs.  

Quite likely the overall budget will be a negative balance since government says it is not to be 

balanced by council tax.  Whilst rules change for services such as child support, there is no central 

grant money to finance these. 

Public concerns regarding highways are nowadays more about flooding rather than the more usual 

topic of potholes.  Flooding near Channings Wood prison was discussed; it was suggested the PC raise 

this with the local DCC Area Highways engineer.  DCC has assisted T/PC’s increasingly to help 

themselves with the Snow & Road Wardens schemes, Speedwatch and PRoW Partnerships.  Some 

councils join together to enable local maintenance using their own Lengthsman.  There is however 

concern that such local empowerment is simply moving costs and responsibilities off DCC and onto 

PC’s.   Local highways concerns, such as weed growth or hedge management, could perhaps be 

resolved by the PC simply contacting the relevant residents on a personal basis to deal with these.  

Rural bus subsidies include £9m p.a. for some140,000 over 60’s passes; a particular concern is that far 

more such passes are eligible for use than currently being used.  The prospect of giving part of the bus 

subsidy to a parish council was discussed.  It could enable the PC to spend that money more 

appropriately at this very local level. Cllr. Hart will investigate this possibility. 

Investment in major infrastructure continues to be significant with such schemes as the South Devon 

link road and proposals for roads associated with the very large south of Exeter/north Teignbridge 

housing and industry plans. 

A concern was raised regarding the financing of special needs teaching which is paid to a school and 

linked to particular children.  Some anomalies were raised; Cllr. Hart will look into this matter. 
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The Virgin Care nursing services have now been taken back into DCC control enabling closer 

management and some economies.  Health care overall has improved and there is greater financial 

management of joint healthcare budgets.  More residents are now able to live at home with care 

assistance.  

3 Minutes of the meeting 28th September 2019 

 The minutes were approved without any amendments. 

4 TDC Standards Committee 

The two TALC representatives are Cllrs. Roger Dowding and John May.  The membership of the 

standards committee will need to be approved by full Council following a review by and 

recommendation from the existing Standards Committee, due to meet on 15 January 2020. 

5 Secretary’s Report - Cllr. Andy Chislett is to be the third account signatory; this is being 

processed by Lloyds bank.  The bank balance is £180.52.   

6 Topics for Meeting January 2020. 

It was agreed that Martin Flitcroft, Chief Financial Officer of TDC, and Cllr Connett, Portfolio holder 

for corporate resources, will be invited to talk about the TDC 20/21 budget proposals. 

Members would like to know more about how TDC is approaching climate change and how such 

action could involve T/PCs.  TDC is presently recruiting a climate change officer.  In the meantime, 

Cllr. Jackie Hook will give an update on TDC climate change progress. 

7 Chairman’s Business 

The TDC on-line planning system continues to cause difficulties.  Document review is especially 

difficult when looking into more than one planning application – the system remains linked to the first 

screen opened rather than the subsequent application being reviewed.  The quality of documents 

remains a continuing concern.  The system does not appear to work properly on iPads.   

In order to gain a wider view of these difficulties, would Members please let the Secretary know of 

such problems.  These will hopefully inform a detailed discussion in a forthcoming TALC meeting, 

with the TDC Planning & IT officers. 

8 Matters brought forward by Members 

 There was much discussion about an email from “….a parish clerk ...questioning the structure and 

effectiveness of TALC… highlighting attendance which is not representative of Parish Councils across 

Teignbridge..”.  The email in question seemingly was sent to the Chairman 1st October.  It will be re-

sent to him for review. 

Members are always keen to improve participation in TALC.  Some items from the TALC survey (see 

minute 4 of 4th April 2019) were briefly discussed along with email distribution, GDPR and the value 

of TALC for the sharing of ideas and co-operation.  It was proposed and agreed that councillors will 

form a working group in order to investigate how to make TALC meetings more attractive to all 

Teignbridge councils.  This will be discussed further at the January TALC meeting. 

There were no other items raised by Members. 

9 Date of Next Meeting:  Thursday 23rd January 2020 7.00pm at Forde House. 

Other 2020 meetings:- 26 March, 25 June, 24 September & 26 November 

 

The meeting closed at 8:50 pm. 


