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Chapter 1 
Background 

1.1 LUC undertook a landscape sensitivity study for wind energy in Teignbridge 
in 2017. This showed that the landscapes across Teignbridge (which are 
relatively small scale, highly rural in character and frequently strongly undulating 
with an intricate landscape pattern) are universally of high sensitivity to very 
large scale wind turbines (defined in the 2017 study as turbines between 111m-
150m). This means there will be a change in landscape character resulting from 
development of any of the sites with large scale wind turbines. 

1.2 In 2019 Teignbridge District Council signed the Devon Climate Declaration 
and committed to prioritise decarbonisation and support the transition to a low 
carbon and resilient economy and society. This commitment included working 
with Devon’s residents and businesses to deploy more renewable energy 
systems. 

1.3 The Council are willing to accept changes to landscape character in light of 
the need to generate low carbon electricity to simultaneously tackle the 
challenges of energy security and curbing carbon emissions from energy 
generation. There is also an argument that the long-term impacts of climate 
change, if not minimised, could in themselves cause detrimental changes to 
existing landscape character. Such impacts may include tree loss through more 
frequent and powerful storms and increases in pests and diseases, or the loss 
of traditional field patterns due to potential future changes in agricultural 
practices. Therefore, whilst the Council recognises that the introduction of wind 
turbines will impact existing landscape character, these landscapes will be 
adversely altered if nothing is done to combat climate change. 
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Introduction 

1.4 Teignbridge District Council identified a number of areas for potential wind 
turbine development which are published on the ‘Wind Resource for 
Teignbridge’ map. These are identified as sites for 1 MW and 2 MW turbines 
(equating to approximately 100-125m to tip). However, there has been a trend 
towards larger and more efficient turbines, meaning that turbines now being 
deployed across the UK are typically 5MW or more. 

1.5 Teignbridge District Council asked LUC to review site-specific landscape 
and visual issues for 15 shortlisted sites to identify any ‘showstoppers’ or issues 
that would limit the size of the site or its ability to accommodate development. 
For sites that do not have ‘showstoppers’, guidance for their development is 
included, (including suitable turbine sizes). 

1.6 This study considers 1MW, 2MW and 5MW turbines. Dimensions can vary 
but for the purposes of this study hub heights, rotor diameters and tip heights 
were assumed as follows: 

 1MW turbine (e.g. Nordic Windpower N1000 onshore wind turbine): hub 
height (nacelle) 70m, rotor diameter 59m, tip height 100m. 

 2MW turbine (e.g. Vestas V90-2.0MW onshore wind turbine): hub height 
(nacelle) 80m, rotor diameter 90m, tip height 125m. 

 5MW turbine (e.g. Siemens Gamesa SG 5.0-145 onshore wind turbine: 
hub height (nacelle) 102.5m, rotor diameter 145m, tip height 175m. 

 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/2ed52bcbb68b4528860396608c3f31ba
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/2ed52bcbb68b4528860396608c3f31ba
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Chapter 2 
Approach 

Data Gathering 

2.1 The first task involved collation of relevant data into a Geographic 
Information System (GIS). This included: 

 OS mapping; 

 Digital Terrain Modelling (DTM) – OS Terrain 50 and OS Terrain 5; 

 Arial photography; 

 Potential development site boundaries; 

 OS residential property data; 

 Landscape designations (National Park, AONB, Undeveloped Coast); 

 Landscape Character Types (from the Teignbridge District Landscape 
Character Assessment 2009); 

 Centre for Ecology and Hydrology (CEH) landcover data; and 

 Local Wildlife Sites (LWS). 

Data Generation 

2.2 Three Zones of Theoretical Visibility (ZTVs) were produced for each site, 
based on regular points across the site at elevations of 100m, 125m and 175m 
above ground level (to represent 1MW, 2MW and 5MW turbines). The ZTVs are 
based on bare earth topography and therefore do not take account of potential 
screening by vegetation or buildings. The ZTVs are shown on maps in Appendix 
C. These maps also indicate how much of a site is theoretically visible. 
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2.3 ‘Buffer’ zones of up to 500m were drawn around each site to understand if 
any residential properties fall within this distance and to indicate the greatest 
potential residential visual amenity constraint. Parts of the sites within 750m of 
properties have also been highlighted. The number of residential properties 
within 1km of each site has also been calculated to inform the assessment. 

Assessment Criteria 

2.4 This study has considered the following for each site: 

 Landform/landscape scale: Larger scale landscapes with simpler 
landforms and landscape patterns would be more suited to large wind 
turbines than smaller scale landscapes with intricate landscape patterns 
and many human scale features. Sites that are more level would be more 
suited to multiple turbines than steep sites. 

 Access: Lanes bounded by high hedgebanks that are characteristic of 
Devon contribute to local landscape character and can present a practical 
constraint to the delivery of large scale turbines to a development site, 
especially if they are narrow and/or winding, and reduce the developability 
of the site particularly for larger turbines. 

 Landcover: There may be differences in the developability of sites 
depending on existing landcover e.g. sites with semi-natural habitats are 
likely to be pose more of a constraint than improved grassland, arable or 
commercial forestry. [Information sources: 

 Visibility from Dartmoor National Park/East Devon AONB/Undeveloped 
Coast: sites lying within 10km of key views from the National Park, the 
East Devon AONB or the Undeveloped Coast, are likely to be more 
sensitive to change. It is unlikely that it would be possible to achieve no 
visibility of turbines from these national landscapes, but there may be 
differences in terms of extent of intervisibility or angle of view. 

 Visual amenity: Sites that are located within 5km of sensitive 
viewpoints/receptors such as the blue viewpoints symbols on OS maps, 
popular visitor locations where views form part of the experience or local 
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communities that are positioned to appreciate good views will have a 
higher sensitivity. 

 Residential visual amenity: Sites that have a larger number of residential 
properties within the site or 1km from the site are likely to have greater 
potential residential visual amenity issues associated with them, although 
mitigation may be possible in some cases, for example planting in 
proximity to a property to reduce impact on residential amenity. 

 Sites or parts of sites that lie within 500m of a property (or properties) 
are likely to affect the residential visual amenity of those properties, 
which could represent a constraint for all turbine size considered in this 
study. The visibility of turbines from these properties would need to be 
investigated further. 

 Sites or parts of sites that lie within 750m of a property (or properties) 
could also affect the residential visual amenity of those properties, and 
are highlighted in the report. The visibility of turbines from these 
properties would need to be investigated further. 

 Aviation lighting: Aviation lighting is required on turbines over 150m in 
height. Sites that are in darker areas will be more sensitive to larger 
turbines that require aviation lights than sites that are in areas with existing 
lighting nearby. 

Reporting 

2.5 The information above was documented in an assessment profile for each 
site. This was undertaken predominantly through desk-based study informed by 
GIS and Google Earth, and verified through field survey work. 

2.6 Each assessment profile starts with the information on the relevant 
Landscape Character Type (LCT) to provide general background information for 
the site and the relevant sensitivity rating for the LCT (taken from the 2017 
study) therefore bringing out the special qualities of the wider area. An analysis 
is made of how typical the site is of the wider area. 
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2.7 Baseline information and an appraisal against each of the assessment 
criteria is made describing the potential landscape and visual effects. 

2.8 A summary of the developability of the site is given, with any sites that are 
likely to be too constrained to take forwards for a particular turbine size, on the 
basis of landscape or visual amenity issues, highlighted. For sites that are not 
eliminated, key constrains and guidance or requirements (such as site access 
coming from a certain direction) will be given. 
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Chapter 3 
Assessment by Site 

3.1 The Council’s draft Local Plan (Regulation 18) consultation of 2021 
proposed 27 potential Wind Turbine sites. Following the consultation process 
which included a wide range of responses including from the National Park 
Authority, Natural England and local communities, a number of sites were 
eliminated to those remaining for more detailed assessment through this study. 

3.2 The following 15 sites have been assessed in Appendix A (see the map in 
Figure 3.1 for their location): 

 Wind Energy Site 3 – North East of Holcombe Burnell 

 Wind Energy Site 4 – Colley Lane 

 Wind Energy Site 5 – East of Dunchideock 

 Wind Energy Site 9 – Telegraph Plantation 

 Wind Energy Site 12 – West of Willsworthy Farm 

 Wind Energy Site 13 – East of Fordland Farm, Ide 

 Wind Energy Site 15 – West of Tedburn St Mary 

 Wind Energy Site 16 – South West of Ide 

 Wind Energy Site 17 – West of Downhouse Farm 

 Wind Energy Site 18 – Land by Exwick Woods 

 Wind Energy Site 20 – Ducks Brook, Tedburn St Mary 

 Wind Energy Site 21 – Land North of West View Farm 

 Wind Energy Site 22 – Powderham New Plantation 

 Wind Energy Site 24 – North West of Tedburn St Mary 

 Wind Energy Site 27 – Upper Old Wheatley Farm, Exeter 
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Appendix A 
Landscape and Visual Analysis of Wind 
Energy Sites 
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Wind Site 3 – North East of Holcombe 
Burnell 

Figure A.1: Location of Wind Site 3 
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Landscape Character and Sensitivity Context 

A.1 This site is located within the Upper Farmed and Wooded Valley Slopes 
LCT. The key sensitive features/characteristics of this LCT (as described in 
2017 landscape sensitivity study) are listed below. However, not every 
characteristic listed will be of relevance to the site (those that are relevant are 
summarised under the 'Relationship of the Site to the Landscape Character 
Type' section).  

Key Sensitive Features / Characteristics of the 
Landscape Character Type 
 The distinctive round hills and undulating upper valley slopes, carved by 

steep sided stream valleys creating a varied landscape scale and 
topography. 

 The small to medium scale field pattern (related to medieval enclosure), 
intimate character and frequent human scale features including numerous 
hedgerow trees. 

 Areas of ancient woodland and historic parklands which are valued 
features of the landscape. 

 Minor road network of very winding narrow lanes that could be affected by 
delivery of large turbines. 

 Undeveloped and often wooded ridgelines and distinctive rounded hills, 
with the distant skylines of Rippon Tor and Saddle Tor (within Dartmoor 
National Park) visible from within the LCT. 

 The intimate and intricate rural landscape with high levels of tranquillity. 

 The locally valued scenic qualities of the landscape (represented by 
designation as an Area of Great Landscape Value – AGLV will not be 
taken forward as a local designation in the new Teignbridge Local Plan). 
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 The valued historic features, including Conservation Areas at Ashburton, 
Buckfastleigh, Doddiscombsleigh, Kenn, Ide and Higher Ashton and the 
Registered Parks and Gardens at Oxton House and Mamhead Park. 

 The relationship of the LCT with Dartmoor National Park, with high levels 
of intervisibility and a shared landscape character where the LCT meets 
the National Park boundary. 

 Long distance views from upper slopes to and from the Exe Estuary and 
areas of Undeveloped Coast. 

A.2 The 2017 landscape sensitivity study states that the small to medium field 
pattern, frequency of human-scale features, historic estates and intervisibility 
with Dartmoor National Park mean that the LCT would be of high sensitivity to 
‘very large’ wind turbines and of moderate to high sensitivity to ‘large’ wind 
turbines. 

Relationship of the Site to the Landscape Character 
Type 

A.3 Wind Site 3 comprises steep slopes which descend from a distinctive round 
hill. The landform is overlain by a small scale irregular field pattern defined by 
hedgerows and occasional hedgerow trees. It is visible from Dartmoor National 
Park. 

A.4 The site demonstrates a number of the key sensitive 
features/characteristics of the LCT including its complex topography, field 
pattern, minor road network surrounding it, locally valued scenic qualities and 
level of tranquillity and relationship with the National Park. 
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Landscape and Visual Appraisal 

Assessment Criterion: Landscape Scale 

Baseline Description 

 Steep sided slopes which descend from a rounded hill (177m AOD to 85m 
AOD). 

 Valley bottom to the north to highest part of site is approximately 120m. 

 Small irregular field pattern. 

 Presence of some human scale features (occasional hedgerow trees and 
woodland/tree belts along the eastern and south-eastern boundary). 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Turbine(s) would appear to ‘spill’ down the slopes – it would be difficult to 
achieve consistent turbine heights on such a steep slope (unless locating 
one turbine on the hill top). 

 Any turbine greater than 120m will transcend the scale of the landform and 
be greater than the height of the existing hill (which is 120m from the 
valley bottom to the north). 

 Large scale turbine(s) will transcend the human scale features within and 
around the site. 

Assessment Criterion: Access 

Baseline Description 

 The site is located close to the A30 but with no obvious links to the site. 
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 An existing track/bridleway runs along the eastern boundary which is 
abutted to the south by Alphington Woods and lined by a tree belt along its 
northern edge, before crossing through the site. 

 The track extends from Cutteridge Lane – to the north of the site and from 
the road between Holcombe Barton Corner to Chapel Hill to the south. 
Both lanes are narrow and lined by hedgebanks and frequent trees. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Access is likely to be from the A30 via the narrow lanes to the south or 
north of the site, utilising the existing track along the eastern boundary to 
avoid introduction of new access tracks and resulting changes in 
landscape character. 

 Access works are likely to be required to existing narrow lanes/track, 
resulting in the loss of hedgebanks and trees. 

Assessment Criterion: Landcover 

Baseline Description 

 Small pastoral fields of improved grassland (according to the CEH Land 
Cover Map 2019) with hedge boundaries featuring occasional hedgerow 
trees. 

 Deciduous woodland along the south-eastern boundary. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Some loss of improved grassland would occur to accommodate 
foundations, crane pads and any new tracks. 

 Potential loss of hedges/hedgerow trees to accommodate access tracks. 
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Assessment Criterion: Visibility from Designated 
Landscapes (indicated by the ZTVs in Appendix C) 

Baseline Description 

A.5 Two designated landscapes are within 10km of the site: 

 Dartmoor National Park is located approximately 5.5km to the south-west 
of the site. 

 Undeveloped Coast is located approximately 8.5km to the south-east of 
the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Similar extent of theoretical visibility for 100m, 125m and 175m turbines 
from elevated locations on the north-eastern edge of Dartmoor National 
Park within 7-10km from the site, including from Mardon Down. 

 Similar extent of theoretical visibility for 100m, 125m and 175m turbines 
from areas of the Undeveloped Coast within 9-10km from the site, 
including from Exminster Marshes Nature Reserve. 

Assessment Criterion: Visual Amenity (indicated by 
the ZTVs in Appendix C) 

Baseline Description 

A.6 Key visual receptors within 5km where views of the surrounding landscape 
(including the site) contribute towards the landscape setting or form part of the 
experience include: 
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 The local community of Longdown 0.5km to the south-west (although it is 
partly enclosed by vegetation including from Warrendown Copse). 

 The local community of Whitestone 1km to the north. 

 The local community along Bakers Hill 1.5km to the south-east. 

 Visitors to Fingle Glen Golf Course 3.5km to the north. 

A.7 There are no locally promoted viewpoints or OS viewpoints within 5km of 
the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Relatively close views of turbine(s) on the skyline which will result in a 
clearly perceptible change in views experienced by the receptors above. 

Assessment Criterion: Residential Visual Amenity 
(RVA) 

Baseline Description 

 35 no. of properties within 500m of the site. 

 54 no. of properties within 500-750m of the site. 

 47 no. of properties within 750-1000m of the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Over half of the site falls within the 500m zone of properties and is likely to 
affect the residential visual amenity of those properties. It would therefore 
represent a constraint to development on this site. Parts of the site within 
the north-east and south-east fall outside the 500m zone of properties. 
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 All of the site falls within 750m zone of properties and may affect the 
residential visual amenity of those properties. It would therefore represent 
a constraint to development on this site. 

Assessment Criterion: Aviation Lighting 

Baseline Description 

 The site experiences low levels of light pollution. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Introduction of aviation lighting would add light sources to the dark skies 
within the site and adjoining landscape. 

Developability of the Site 

A.8 Overall, it is considered that the site has lower landscape constraints for a 
single smaller size turbine (100m) on the hilltop, if residential visual amenity 
does not constrain the site and access arrangements can be designed so as to 
not result in unacceptable loss of Devon hedgerows and mature higher grade 
trees on the narrow lanes. This would provide an energy generating capacity of 
1MW. Turbines of 125m or above will transcend the scale of the landform 
(which is approximately 120m from the valley bottom to the highest part of the 
site). 

A.9 The site has higher landscape constraints for accommodating multiple 
turbines including the landform, landscape scale and visual amenity. 

A.10 The proximity of 35 properties within 500m of the site could also represent 
a constraint. The visibility of turbines from these properties would need to be 
investigated further. 
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Wind Energy Site 4 – Colley Lane 

Figure A.2: Location of Wind Site 4 
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Landscape Character and Sensitivity Context 

A.11 This site is located within the Steep Wooded Scarp Slopes LCT. The key 
sensitive features/characteristics of this LCT (as described in 2017 landscape 
sensitivity study) are listed below. However, not every characteristic listed will 
be of relevance to the site (those that are relevant are summarised under the 
'Relationship of the Site to the Landscape Character Type' section).  

Key Sensitive Features / Characteristics of the 
Landscape Character Type 
 The steep, highly visible slopes which rise above and form a backdrop to 

the adjacent landscapes. 

 The landscape’s prominent, mostly undeveloped skylines often marked by 
woodland. 

 The strong sense of tranquillity and remoteness with associated dark night 
skies. 

 Valued semi-natural habitats including remnant heathland and mixed 
woodland, with form parts of the Haldon Forest designated as a SSSI and 
Important Bird Area. 

 The historically important medieval field pattern and estate parklands 
including Luscombe Castle and Mamhead Park. 

 The valued scenic character of the landscape, with the whole of the area 
locally designated as an Area of Great Landscape Value. 

 The long views over adjacent valleys and intervisibility with Dartmoor 
National Park in clear conditions. 

A.12 The 2017 landscape sensitivity study states that the LCT is likely to be 
highly sensitive to all scales of wind turbine due to the steep, highly visible 
slopes, prominent skylines, valued semi-natural habitats and locally important 
levels of tranquillity. 
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Relationship of the Site to the Landscape Character 
Type 

A.13 Wind Site 4 comprises gradual slopes, with steeper slopes in the north-
east. Mixed woodland at Haldon Forest and remnant areas of heathland 
(Haldon Forest SSSI) border the site in north-west. The woodland forms a 
wooded skyline above the site and extends along a stream dividing the site. The 
landform is overlain by small to medium scale irregular field patterns defined by 
hedgerows and some hedgerow trees. It is visible from Dartmoor National Park 
in clear conditions. 

A.14 The site demonstrates a number of key sensitive features/characteristics 
of the LCT including its complex topography, undeveloped skylines marked with 
woodland, level of tranquillity, proximity to Haldon Forest SSSI and long views 
over adjacent valleys and National Park. 

Landscape and Visual Appraisal 

Assessment Criterion: Landscape Scale 

Baseline Description 

 Gradual slopes with steeper slopes in the north, which descend from 203m 
AOD to 145m AOD. 

 Valley bottom to the south to highest part of the site is approximately 90m. 

 Small to medium scale irregular field pattern. 

 Presence of some human scale features (hedgerows and occasional 
hedgerow trees, and a narrow deciduous woodland which runs along a 
stream that intersects the site in the north-east). 
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A.15 AGLV will not be taken forward as a local designation in the new 
Teignbridge Local Plan. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Turbine(s) would appear to ‘spill’ down the slopes – it would be difficult to 
achieve consistent turbine heights on the slopes (unless locating one 
turbine at the top of the slope). 

 Any turbine greater than 90m will transcend the scale of the landform and 
be greater than the height of the existing slope (which is 90m from the 
valley bottom to the north). 

 Large scale turbine(s) will transcend the human scale features within and 
around the site. 

Assessment Criterion: Access 

Baseline Description 

 The site is located within 100m of Colley Lane (B3192) which runs along 
the eastern boundary, but with no direct links to site. 

 The site can be accessed via farm tracks, that connect to Rixafer Road, a 
narrow hedge lined lane in the west and south. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Access is likely to be from Rixafer Road in the west via existing farm 
tracks utilising this to avoid introduction of new access tracks and resulting 
changes in landscape character. However, access works are likely to be 
required to existing narrow lanes/track, resulting in the loss of hedgebanks 
and trees. 

 Alternative access arrangements could be designed off Coley Lane (100m 
to the east) with limited impact on field boundary hedgerows and 
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streamside woodland but with new track resulting in changes to landscape 
character. 

Assessment Criterion: Landcover 

Baseline Description 

 Small to medium pastoral fields of improved grassland (according to the 
CEH Land Cover Map 2019) with hedge boundaries featuring occasional 
hedgerow trees. 

 Deciduous woodland belt located in the north-east that splits the site into 
two sections. 

 Great Haldon Heaths SSSI borders the site to the north-west. 

 There is a solar farm 120m to the west of the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Some loss of improved grassland would occur to accommodate 
foundations, crane pads and any new tracks. 

 Potential loss of hedges/hedgerow trees to accommodate access tracks. 

Assessment Criterion: Visibility from Designated 
Landscapes (indicated by the ZTVs in Appendix C) 

Baseline Description 

A.16 Two designated landscapes are within 10km of the site: 

 Dartmoor National Park is located approximately 6.8km to the west of the 
site. 
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 Undeveloped Coast is located approximately 1.6km to the east of the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Similar extent of theoretical visibility for 100m, 125m and 175m turbines 
from elevated locations on the north-eastern edge of Dartmoor National 
Park within 7-10km from the site. 

 Similar extent of theoretical visibility for 100m, 125m and 175m turbines 
from areas of the Undeveloped Coast within 2-10km from the site, 
including from Teignmouth Golf Club, Dawlish Warren and the Powderham 
estate. 

Assessment Criterion: Visual Amenity (indicated by 
the ZTVs in Appendix C) 

Baseline Description 

A.17 Key visual receptors within 5km where views of the surrounding landscape 
(including the site) contribute towards the landscape setting or form part of the 
experience include: 

 Visitors to Ideford Common adjacent to the site to the north-west. 

 Visitors to the Ashcombe Adventure centre and Devon Leisure off Road 
Activities 0.3km to the north-east. 

 The local community of Luton approximately 1.1km to the south. 

 The local community in the west of Ideford along Longthorn Road and 
Town Farm Lane, 1.5km to the south-west. 

 Visitors to the Teignmouth Golf Course 2.5km to the south-east. 

 Visitors to the Exeter racecourse 4.5km to the north. 
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 The local community in the north-east of Kingsteignton 4.6km to the south-
west. 

 The local community in parts of Chudleigh 4.6km to the north-west. 

A.18 There are no locally promoted viewpoints or OS viewpoints within 5km of 
the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Relatively close views of turbine(s) on the skyline which will result in a 
clearly perceptible change in views experienced by the receptors above. 

Assessment Criterion: Residential Visual Amenity 
(RVA) 

Baseline Description 

 7 no. of properties within 500m of the site. 

 2 no. of properties within 500-750m of the site. 

 8 no. of properties within 750-1000m of the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 A quarter of the site falls within the 500m zone of properties and is likely to 
affect the residential visual amenity of those properties. It would therefore 
represent a constraint to development on this site. Parts of the site within 
the north and north-west fall outside the 500m zone of properties. 

 All of the site falls within 750m zone of properties and may affect the 
residential visual amenity of those properties. It would therefore represent 
a constraint to development on this site. 
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Assessment Criterion: Aviation Lighting 

Baseline Description 

 The site experiences low levels of light pollution. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Introduction of aviation lighting would add light sources to the dark skies 
within the site and adjoining landscape. 

Developability of the Site 

A.19 Overall, it is considered that the site has lower landscape constraints for a 
single smaller size turbine (100m) at the top of the slope, if residential visual 
amenity does not constrain the site and access arrangements can be designed 
so as to not result in unacceptable loss of Devon hedgerows and mature higher 
grade trees on the narrow lanes. This would provide an energy generating 
capacity of 1MW. However, the scale of turbine will transcend the scale of the 
landform (which is approximately 90m from the valley bottom to the highest part 
of the site). 

A.20 The site has higher landscape constraints for multiple turbines due to 
existing landscape constraints including the landform and landscape scale, and 
visual amenity. 

A.21 The proximity of 7 properties within 500m of the site could also represent a 
constraint. The visibility of turbines from these properties would need to be 
investigated further. 
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Wind Energy Site 5 – East of 
Dunchideock 

Figure A.3: Location of Wind Site 5 
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Landscape Character and Sensitivity Context 

A.22 This site is located mainly within the Upper Farmed and Wooded valley 
Slopes LCT. However, it extends to the Lower Rolling Farmed and Settled 
Valley Slopes LCT in the north-west and to the Steep Wooded Scarp Slopes in 
the south. The key sensitive features/characteristics of the main LCT (as 
described in 2017 landscape sensitivity study) are listed below. However, not 
every characteristic listed will be of relevance to the site (those that are relevant 
are summarised under the 'Relationship of the Site to the Landscape Character 
Type' section).  

Key Sensitive Features / Characteristics of the 
Landscape Character Type 
 The distinctive round hills and undulating upper valley slopes, carved by 

steep sided stream valleys creating a varied landscape scale and 
topography. 

 The small to medium scale field pattern (related to medieval enclosure), 
intimate character and frequent human scale features including numerous 
hedgerow trees. 

 Areas of ancient woodland and historic parklands which are valued 
features of the landscape. 

 Minor road network of very winding narrow lanes that could be affected by 
delivery of large turbines. 

 Undeveloped and often wooded ridgelines and distinctive rounded hills, 
with the distant skylines of Rippon Tor and Saddle Tor (within Dartmoor 
National Park) visible from within the LCT. 

 The intimate and intricate rural landscape with high levels of tranquillity. 

 The locally valued scenic qualities of the landscape (represented by 
designation as an Area of Great Landscape Value). 
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 The valued historic features, including Conservation Areas at Ashburton, 
Buckfastleigh, Doddiscombsleigh, Kenn, Ide and Higher Ashton and the 
Registered Parks and Gardens at Oxton House and Mamhead Park. 

 The relationship of the LCT with Dartmoor National Park, with high levels 
of intervisibility and a shared landscape character where the LCT meets 
the National Park boundary. 

 Long distance views from upper slopes to and from the Exe Estuary and 
areas of Undeveloped Coast. 

A.23 The 2017 landscape sensitivity study states that the small to medium field 
pattern, frequency of human-scale features, historic estates and intervisibility 
with Dartmoor National Park mean that the LCT would be highly sensitive to 
‘very large’ wind turbines and of moderate to high sensitivity to ‘large’ wind 
turbines. 

Relationship of the Site to the Landscape Character 
Type 

A.24 Wind Site 5 comprises relatively steep slopes incised by a stream running 
through the site. The landform is overlain by a small to medium irregular field 
pattern defined by hedgerows and occasional hedgerow trees. There are small 
pockets of deciduous woodlands that borders the site on the south-east and the 
west which extend along the stream through the site. The site is visible from the 
Dartmoor National Park. 

A.25 The site demonstrates a number of the key sensitive 
features/characteristics of the LCT including its complex topography, field 
pattern, minor road network surrounding it, locally valued scenic qualities, and 
medium to high levels of tranquillity and intervisibility with the National Park. 
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Landscape and Visual Appraisal 

Assessment Criterion: Landscape Scale 

Baseline Description 

 Relatively steep slopes (120m AOD to 75m AOD) descending to a small 
stream, which sits below the wooded ridge at Haldon Forest. 

 Medium to large irregular field pattern of open arable fields. 

 Presence of some human scale features (hedgerows and occasional 
hedgerow trees, and small pocket of deciduous woodland that borders the 
site in the west and the south-east. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Turbine(s) would appear to ‘spill’ down the slopes – it would be difficult to 
achieve consistent turbine heights on such a steep slope (unless locating 
one turbine on the top). 

 Large scale turbine(s) will transcend the human scale features within and 
around the site. 

Assessment Criterion: Access 

Baseline Description 

 The site is located within 100m of Dunchideock Lane, a narrow hedge 
lined lane, which runs to the south west but with no direct links to site. 

 A farm track that extends from Haldon Drive in the north is also located 
within 100m of the site. 
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Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Access is likely to be from Haldron Drive in the north via a farm track 
utilising the existing track to avoid introduction of new access tracks and 
resulting changes in landscape character. However, access works are 
likely to be required to existing narrow lanes/track, resulting in the loss of 
hedgebanks and trees. 

 Alternative access arrangements could be designed off Dunchideock Lane 
although this is also likely to result in the loss of hedgebanks and trees 
and changes to landscape character due to the introduction of new access 
tracks. 

Assessment Criterion: Landcover 

Baseline Description 

 Medium to large arable fields and a small area of improved grassland in 
the north (according to the CEH Land Cover Map 2019) with hedge 
boundaries featuring very occasional hedgerow trees. 

 Small pockets of deciduous woodlands located along the watercourse and 
some infield trees. 

 Haldon Forest SSSI is located 180m from the southern boundary. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Some loss of arable land may occur to accommodate foundations, crane 
pads and any new tracks. 

 Potential loss of hedges/hedgerow trees to accommodate access tracks. 
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Assessment Criterion: Visibility from Designated 
Landscapes (indicated by the ZTVs in Appendix C) 

Baseline Description 

A.26 Two designated landscapes are within 10km of the site: 

 Dartmoor National Park is located approximately 4.5km to the west of the 
site. 

 Undeveloped Coast is located approximately 6.3km to the east of the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 The extent of theoretical visibility is limited for 100m and 125m turbines. 
The ZTV indicates extensive theoretical visibility for 175m turbines from 
elevated locations on the north-eastern edge of Dartmoor National Park 
within 5.5-10km from the site. 

 Similar extent of theoretical visibility for 100m, 125m and 175m turbines 
from areas of the Undeveloped Coast within 7-10km from the site, 
including from Exminster Marshes Nature Reserve. 

Assessment Criterion: Visual Amenity (indicated by 
the ZTVs in Appendix C) 

Baseline Description 

A.27 Key visual receptors within 5km where views of the surrounding landscape 
(including the site) contribute towards the landscape setting or form part of the 
experience include: 

 The local community of Clapham approximately 420m in the north-east. 
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 The local community of Dunchideock around 465m to the west. 

 The visitors to Haldon Belvedere (Lawrence Castle) 1.3km to the south-
west. 

 The local community of Shillingford St. George 2.2km to the north-east. 

 The local community of Kennford 2.7km to the east. 

 The local community of Kenn 3.2km respectively to the east. 

 The local community of Shillingford Abbot 3.3km to the north-east. 

 Some areas of the local community of Exminster 3.5 to the east. 

 The local community along Bakers Hill 4.1km to the north. 

A.28 There are no locally promoted viewpoints or OS viewpoints within 5km of 
the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Relatively close views of turbine(s) on the skyline which will result in a 
clearly perceptible change in views experienced by the receptors above. 

Assessment Criterion: Residential Visual Amenity 
(RVA) 

Baseline Description 

 32 no. of properties within 500m of the site. 

 72 no. of properties within 500-750m of the site. 

 41 no. of properties within 750-1000m of the site. 
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Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Three quarters of the site falls within the 500m zone of properties and is 
likely to affect the residential visual amenity of those properties. It would 
therefore represent a constraint to development on this site. A small part in 
the centre of the site falls outside the 500m zone of properties. 

 All of the site falls within 750m zone of properties and may affect the 
residential visual amenity of those properties. It would therefore represent 
a constraint to development on this site. 

Assessment Criterion: Aviation Lighting 

Baseline Description 

 The site experiences low levels of light pollution. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Introduction of aviation lighting would add light sources to the dark skies 
within the site and adjoining landscape. 

Developability of the Site 

A.29 Overall landscape character is less of a constraint for this site, due to the 
larger scale and open field pattern and arable land uses. The landform although 
sloping, is less intricate than other sites. However, it is considered that the site 
has higher visual amenity constraints for turbines of any size to be 
accommodated due to the proximity of the hamlet east of Dunchideock Lane 
(where properties have direct visibility of the site) and visibility from the 
viewpoint at Haldon Belvedere (Lawrence Castle) (Grade II*), as well as from 
the public footpath located on this ridge 1.3km to the south west of the site. The 
village of Clapham, 420m to the north east of the site is more enclosed, except 
for properties off Clapham Hill Lane which have direct open views of the site. 
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A.30 The proximity of 32 properties within 500m of the site could also represent 
a constraint. The visibility of turbines from these properties would need to be 
investigated further. 
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Wind Energy Site 9 – Telegraph 
Plantation 

Figure A.4: Location of Wind Site 9 
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Landscape Character and Sensitivity Context 

A.31 This site is located within the Upper Farmed and Wood Valley Slopes 
LCT. The key sensitive features/characteristics of this LCT (as described in 
2017 landscape sensitivity study) are listed below. However, not every 
characteristic listed will be of relevance to the site (those that are relevant are 
summarised under the 'Relationship of the Site to the Landscape Character 
Type' section).  

Key Sensitive Features / Characteristics of the 
Landscape Character Type 
 The distinctive round hills and undulating upper valley slopes, carved by 

steep sided stream valleys creating a varied landscape scale and 
topography. 

 The small to medium scale field pattern (related to medieval enclosure), 
intimate character and frequent human scale features including numerous 
hedgerow trees. 

 Areas of ancient woodland and historic parklands which are valued 
features of the landscape. 

 Minor road network of very winding narrow lanes that could be affected by 
delivery of large turbines. 

 Undeveloped and often wooded ridgelines and distinctive rounded hills, 
with the distant skylines of Rippon Tor and Saddle Tor (within Dartmoor 
National Park) visible from within the LCT. 

 The intimate and intricate rural landscape with high levels of tranquillity. 

 The locally valued scenic qualities of the landscape (represented by 
designation as an Area of Great Landscape Value) – AGLV will not be 
taken forward as a local designation in the new Teignbridge Local Plan). 
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 The valued historic features, including Conservation Areas at Ashburton, 
Buckfastleigh, Doddiscombsleigh, Kenn, Ide and Higher Ashton and the 
Registered Parks and Gardens at Oxton House and Mamhead Park. 

 The relationship of the LCT with Dartmoor National Park, with high levels 
of intervisibility and a shared landscape character where the LCT meets 
the National Park boundary. 

 Long distance views from upper slopes to and from the Exe Estuary and 
areas of Undeveloped Coast. 

A.32 The 2017 landscape sensitivity study states that the small to medium field 
pattern, frequency of human-scale features, historic estates and intervisibility 
with Dartmoor National Park mean that the LCT would be highly sensitive to 
‘very large’ wind turbines and of moderate to high sensitivity to ‘large’ wind 
turbines. 

Relationship of the Site to the Landscape Character 
Type 

A.33 Wind Site 9 comprises steep slopes which descend from a hill (west of the 
site). The landform is overlain by small to medium scale pastoral (with some 
arable) fields defined by hedgerows and some hedgerow trees. Mixed woodland 
abuts the western boundary. A stream flows through the site in the north. 

A.34 The site demonstrates a number of the key sensitive 
features/characteristics of the LCT including the complex topography, field 
pattern, minor road network surrounding it, the undeveloped and wooded 
ridgeline along its western edge, locally valued scenic qualities, levels of 
tranquillity, and the long distance views to and from the Exe Estuary and areas 
of Undeveloped Coast. 
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Landscape and Visual Appraisal 

Assessment Criterion: Landscape Scale 

Baseline Description 

 Steep prominent slope (175m AOD to 90m AOD) below Telegraph Hill 
within an enclosed valley and abutted by mixed woodland in the west. 

 Small to medium scale irregular field pattern of mainly pastoral land. 

 Presence of some human scale features (relatively frequent hedgerows 
and hedgerow trees, and woodland along the western boundary). 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Turbine(s) would appear to ‘spill’ down the slopes – it would be difficult to 
achieve consistent turbine heights on such a steep slope (unless locating 
one turbine on the top of the slope). 

 Large scale turbine(s) will transcend the human scale features within and 
around the site. 

Assessment Criterion: Access 

Baseline Description 

 The site can be directly accessed via a track/bridleway (Holloway Lane) to 
the east that runs through the site or via a farm track in the north 
(extending from Thornton Cottages). 

 The site is located 750m to the west of A380 with no direct links from it as 
access is restricted by the steep wooded slopes. 
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Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Access is likely to be from the north, utilising the direct access to the site, 
although the steep and narrow hedged lane and farm track at Thornton 
Cottage would need to be widened, resulting in the loss of hedgebanks 
and trees. 

 Access via the track/bridleway in the east would result in the loss of the 
mature wooded belt lining its route. 

Assessment Criterion: Landcover 

Baseline Description 

 Medium fields of improved grassland and arable farmland (according to 
the CEH Land Cover Map 2019) with hedgerows and hedgerow trees. 

 A wooded belt runs along the bridleway crossing through the site (from 
east to the south-west). 

  Mixed woodland borders the site to the west and south-west. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Some loss of improved grassland and arable farmland would occur to 
accommodate foundations, crane pads and any new tracks. 

 Potential loss of hedgerows/hedgerow trees to accommodate access 
tracks. 
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Assessment Criterion: Visibility from Designated 
Landscapes (indicated by the ZTVs in Appendix C) 

Baseline Description 

A.35 Two designated landscapes are within 10km of the site: 

 Dartmoor National Park is located approximately 7.5km to the west of the 
site. 

 Undeveloped Coast is located approximately 3.4km to the east of the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 There will be some theoretical visibility for 100m, 125m and 175m turbines 
from elevated locations on the north-eastern edge of Dartmoor National 
Park within 7-10km from the site, including Barton Down, Waye Down and 
Mardon Down. 

 Similar extent of theoretical visibility for 100m, 125m and 175m turbines 
from areas of the Undeveloped Coast within 5-8km from the site, including 
from Exminster Marshes Nature Reserve, Powderham Estate and Dawlish 
Warren. 

Assessment Criterion: Visual Amenity (indicated by 
the ZTVs in Appendix C) 

Baseline Description 

A.36 Key visual receptors within 5km where views of the surrounding landscape 
(including the site) contribute towards the landscape setting or form part of the 
experience include: 
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 Visitors to Oxton House 0.5km to the east. 

 Some areas from the local community of Kenn 2.4km to the north. 

 The local community of Kennford 3.2km to the north. 

 The local community of Kenton 3.4km to the north-east. 

 The village of Starcross 3.5km to the south-east. 

 The local community of Cofton 4.6km to the south-east. 

 Visitors to Exminster Golf course 4.7km to the north-east. 

 Visitors to Powderham Castle 4.7km to the east. 

A.37 There are no locally promoted viewpoints or OS viewpoints within 5km of 
the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Relatively close views of turbine(s) on the skyline which will result in a 
clearly perceptible change in views experienced by the receptors above. 

Assessment Criterion: Residential Visual Amenity 
(RVA) 

Baseline Description 

 30 no. of properties within 500m of the site. 

 17 no. of properties within 500-750m of the site. 

 7 no. of properties within 750-1000m of the site. 
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Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Over half of the site falls within the 500m zone of properties and is likely to 
affect the residential visual amenity of some of those properties. It would 
therefore represent a constraint to development on this site. Around a third 
of the site in the centre extending towards the west falls outside the 500m 
zone of properties. 

 All of the site falls within 750m zone of properties and may affect the 
residential visual amenity of those properties. It would therefore represent 
a constraint to development on this site. 

Assessment Criterion: Aviation Lighting 

Baseline Description 

 The site experiences low levels of light pollution. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Introduction of aviation lighting would add light sources to the dark skies 
within the site and adjoining landscape. 

Developability of the Site 

A.38 Overall, the site has higher landscape constraints for turbines of any scale 
due to its location on a prominent slope below Telegraph Hill, and the 
landscape pattern of small to medium irregular fields within an enclosed valley. 
Another constraint is the proximity of valued historic features including the 
Registered Park and Garden at Oxton House 350m to the west of the site. 
Coniferous woodland of Haldon Forest provides a wooded backdrop and 
screens views from properties to the north-west. The undulating topography, 
high hedge banks and woodland filter views from properties in close proximity to 
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the site (e.g. North Kenwood, Oxton), although there are direct views from 
properties such as Thornton Cottage to the north. 

A.39 The proximity of 30 properties within 500m of the site could also represent 
a constraint. The visibility of turbines from these properties would need to be 
investigated further. 
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Wind Energy Site 12 – West of 
Willsworthy Farm 

Figure A.5: Location of Wind Site 12 
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Landscape Character and Sensitivity Context 

A.40 This site is located within the Lower Rolling Farmed and Settled Valley 
Slopes LCT. The key sensitive features/characteristics of this LCT (as 
described in the 2017 landscape sensitivity study) are listed below. However, 
not every characteristic listed will be of relevance to the site (those that are 
relevant are summarised under the 'Relationship of the Site to the Landscape 
Character Type' section).  

Key Sensitive Features / Characteristics of the 
Landscape Character Type 
 The occasional steep hills and incised tributary valleys, providing landform 

complexity and areas of intricate scale. 

 The landscape’s secluded and intimate character with areas of smaller 
scale field patterns (including areas of medieval enclosure). 

 Areas of woodland and historic landscapes such as at Kerswell Down Hill 
and Whilborough Common. 

 The network of rural, winding sunken lanes which could be affected by 
delivery of larger turbines. 

 Prominent undeveloped skylines which are characteristically wooded. 

 The landscape’s secluded and intimate character with relatively high levels 
of tranquillity, which provide a setting to areas of Undeveloped Coast e.g. 
Dawlish Warren (LCT 4F) and the Exe Estuary (LCT 4A) that could be 
affected by introduction of turbines. 

 The historic importance of the landscape, with areas of estate parkland, 
castles, prehistoric enclosures and camps including Powderham Castle 
and Castle Dyke camp. 

 Locally recognised scenic qualities (recognised through designation as 
Areas of Great Landscape Value) and dramatic views from higher ground 
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across the farmed valleys and estuaries – AGLV will not be taken forward 
as a local designation in the new Teignbridge Local Plan. 

A.41 The 2017 landscape sensitivity study states that the LCT would be highly 
sensitive to ‘large’ and ‘very large’ turbines due to its landform scale, 
intervisibility with adjacent landscapes including the estuaries, and the LCT’s 
valued historic landscapes. 

Relationship of the Site to the Landscape Character 
Type 

A.42 Wind Site 12 comprises relatively gentle slopes with steeper slopes in the 
south-west, which descend from a distinctive round hill. The landform is overlain 
by medium scale open arable fields defined by hedgerows and occasional 
hedgerow trees. Cole Park (an area of ancient woodland) abuts the western 
boundary of the site. 

A.43 The site demonstrates a number of the key sensitive 
features/characteristics of the LCT including its complex topography, network of 
rural lane surrounding it, the area of ancient woodland along its western edge, 
undeveloped skyline, locally recognised scenic qualities and some dramatic 
views across the farmed valleys and estuaries. 
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Landscape and Visual Appraisal 

Assessment Criterion: Landscape Scale 

Baseline Description 

 Gentle slopes on the upper slopes of the River Kenn valley which descend 
from a rounded hill (86m AOD to 60m AOD) and bordered by woodland at 
Cole Park in the west. 

 Medium regular field pattern. 

 Valley bottom to the north-east to the highest part of the site is 
approximately 75m. 

 Presence of some human scale features (hedgerows and occasional 
hedgerow trees and a small pocket of deciduous woodland that borders 
the site to the west). 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Turbine(s) would appear to ‘spill’ down the slopes – it would be difficult to 
achieve consistent turbine heights on such a steep slope (unless locating 
one turbine on the hill top). 

 Any turbine greater than 75m will transcend the scale of the landform, be 
greater than the height of the existing hill (which is 75m from the valley 
bottom) and will breach the undeveloped wooded skyline. 

 Large scale turbine(s) will transcend the human scale features within and 
around the site. 
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Assessment Criterion: Access 

Baseline Description 

 The site is located 530m to the north-east of a minor unnamed road with 
farm tracks leading up to the site. 

 The site can be accessed via a farm track, that connects to a narrow 
hedge lined lane (unnamed) to the north-east. 

 Another narrow hedge lined lane (unnamed) is located near to the south-
west of the site with no obvious links to the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Access is likely to be from the unnamed road to the north-east via a farm 
track, utilising the existing track to avoid introduction of new access tracks 
and resulting changes in landscape character. However, access works are 
likely to be required to existing narrow lanes/track, resulting in the loss of 
hedgebanks and trees. 

Assessment Criterion: Landcover 

Baseline Description 

 Medium regular fields of arable farmland (according to the CEH Land 
Cover Map 2019) with hedge boundaries featuring occasional hedgerow 
trees. 

 Deciduous woodland (Cole Park) borders the site to the west. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Some loss of arable farmland would occur to accommodate foundations, 
crane pads and any new tracks. 
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 Potential loss of hedges/hedgerow trees to accommodate access tracks. 

Assessment Criterion: Visibility from Designated 
Landscapes (indicated by the ZTVs in Appendix C) 

Baseline Description 

A.44 Three designated landscapes are within 10km of the site: 

 Dartmoor National Park is located approximately 9.1km to the west of the 
site. 

 Undeveloped Coast is located approximately 2.1km to the east of the site. 

 The East Devon AONB is located approximately 8.7km to the east of the 
site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 There will be no or very limited theoretical visibility for 100m and 125m 
turbines. There will be some theoretical visibility for 175m turbine from 
elevated locations on the north-eastern edge of Dartmoor National Park 
within 9-10km from the site, including Waye Down and Mardon Down. 

 Similar extent of theoretical visibility for 100m, 125m and 175m turbines 
from areas of the Undeveloped Coast within 2-5km from the site, including 
from Exminster Marshes Nature Reserve and Dawlish Warren. 

 Some theoretical visibility for 100m, 125m and 175m turbines from the 
edge of the East Devon AONB within 9-10km from the site. 
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Assessment Criterion: Visual Amenity (indicated by 
the ZTVs in Appendix C) 

Baseline Description 

A.45 Key visual receptors within 5km where views of the surrounding landscape 
(including the site) contribute towards the landscape setting or form part of the 
experience include: 

 The local community of Kenn 1.3km to the north-west. 

 The local community of Kennford 2.3km to the north. 

 Visitors to the Exminster Golf Club 2.5km to the north-east. 

 Most of the local community of Exminster 3.2km to the north-east. 

 Visitors to the Exeter Racecourse 3.3km to the south-west. 

 The local community of South Town 3.3km to the south-east. 

 The local community of Mamhead 3.3km to the south. 

 Visitors to the Exminster Marshes Nature Reserve 3.3km to the north-east. 

 Visitors to Powderham Castle (Grade I) 3.6km to the south-east. 

 The local community of Clapham 4.1km to the north-west. 

 The local community of Topsham 4.4km to the north-east. 

 Some of the local community of Cofton 4.5km to the south-east. 

 The local community of Exton 5km to the west. 

A.46 There are no locally promoted viewpoints or OS viewpoints within 5km of 
the site. 
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Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Relatively close views of turbine(s) on the skyline will result in a clearly 
perceptible change in views experienced by the receptors above. 

Assessment Criterion: Residential Visual Amenity 
(RVA) 

Baseline Description 

 11 no. of properties within 500m of the site. 

 4 no. of properties within 500-750m of the site. 

 5 no. of properties within 750-1000m of the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Over half of the site falls within the 500m zone of properties and is likely to 
affect the residential visual amenity of those properties. It would therefore 
represent a constraint to development on this site. Parts of the site within 
the east fall outside the 500m zone of properties. 

 All of the site falls within 750m zone of properties and may affect the 
residential visual amenity of those properties. It would therefore represent 
a constraint to development on this site. 

Assessment Criterion: Aviation Lighting 

Baseline Description 

 The site experiences low levels of light pollution. 
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Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Introduction of aviation lighting would add light sources to the dark skies 
within the site and adjoining landscape. 

Developability of the Site 

A.47 Overall, the site has lower landscape constraints for a single smaller size 
turbine (100m) positioned at the top of the hill (minimising impact on the 
intimate river valley running along the River Kenn). This would provide an 
energy generating capacity of 1MW. However, the scale of turbine will 
transcend the scale of the landform (which is approximately 75m from the valley 
bottom to the highest part of the site). The site has higher visual amenity 
constraints due to its proximity to the local communities of Kenn and Kennford, 
Powderham Castle (Grade I), as well as to the Undeveloped Coast. 

A.48 The proximity of 11 properties (located in all directions) within 500m of the 
site could also represent a constraint, as most of these properties will have 
direct views of the turbines breaching the wooded skyline. The visibility of 
turbines from these properties would need to be investigated further. 
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Wind Energy Site 13 – East of Fordland 
Farm, Ide 

Figure A.6: Location of Wind Site 13 
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Landscape Character and Sensitivity Context 

A.49 This site is located within the Upper Farmed and Wooded Valley Slopes 
LCT. It also extends into the Steep Wooded Scarp Slopes LCT to the south-
west. The key sensitive features/characteristics of the main LCT (as described 
in 2017 landscape sensitivity study) are listed below. However, not every 
characteristic listed will be of relevance to the site (those that are relevant are 
summarised under the 'Relationship of the Site to the Landscape Character 
Type' section).  

Key Sensitive Features / Characteristics of the 
Landscape Character Type 
 The distinctive round hills and undulating upper valley slopes, carved by 

steep sided stream valleys creating a varied landscape scale and 
topography. 

 The small to medium scale field pattern (related to medieval enclosure), 
intimate character and frequent human scale features including numerous 
hedgerow trees. 

 Areas of ancient woodland and historic parklands which are valued 
features of the landscape. 

 Minor road network of very winding narrow lanes that could be affected by 
delivery of large turbines. 

 Undeveloped and often wooded ridgelines and distinctive rounded hills, 
with the distant skylines of Rippon Tor and Saddle Tor (within Dartmoor 
National Park) visible from within the LCT. 

 The intimate and intricate rural landscape with high levels of tranquillity. 

 The locally valued scenic qualities of the landscape (represented by 
designation as an Area of Great Landscape Value). 
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 The valued historic features, including Conservation Areas at Ashburton, 
Buckfastleigh, Doddiscombsleigh, Kenn, Ide and Higher Ashton and the 
Registered Parks and Gardens at Oxton House and Mamhead Park. 

 The relationship of the LCT with Dartmoor National Park, with high levels 
of intervisibility and a shared landscape character where the LCT meets 
the National Park boundary. 

 Long distance views from upper slopes to and from the Exe Estuary and 
areas of Undeveloped Coast. 

A.50 The 2017 landscape sensitivity study states that the small to medium field 
pattern, frequency of human-scale features, historic estates and intervisibility 
with Dartmoor National Park mean that the LCT would be of high sensitivity to 
‘very large’ wind turbines and of moderate to high sensitivity to ‘large’ wind 
turbines. 

Relationship of the Site to the Landscape Character 
Type 

A.51 Wind Site 13 comprises relatively steep slopes which are abutted by 
ancient woodland in the west. The landform is overlain by a medium scale open 
arable fields defined by hedgerows and few hedgerow trees. The site is visible 
from the Dartmoor National Park. 

A.52 The site demonstrates a number of key sensitive features/characteristics 
of the LCT including its complex topography, field pattern, minor road network 
surrounding it, the area of ancient woodland along the western boundary, locally 
valued scenic qualities, levels of tranquillity and intervisibility with the National 
Park. 
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Landscape and Visual Appraisal 

Assessment Criterion: Landscape Scale 

Baseline Description 

 Localised ridge with gentle slopes in the west (which are abutted to 
woodland in the west) and steeper slopes in the north-east and south-east 
towards the Fordland Brook (120m to 50m AOD). 

 Valley bottom to the north-east to the highest part of the site is 
approximately 75m. 

 Medium to large regular field pattern of open fields. 

 Presence of some human scale features (hedgerows, few hedgerow trees 
and woodland to the west). 

 Pylons to the north west of the site contribute to a partly developed 
skyline. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Turbine(s) would appear to ‘spill’ down the slopes – it would be difficult to 
achieve consistent turbine heights on such a steep slope (unless locating 
one turbine on the top of the slope). 

 Any turbine greater than 75m will transcend the scale of the landform and 
be greater than the height of the existing hill (which is 75m from the valley 
bottom). 

 Large scale turbine(s) will transcend the human scale features within and 
around the site. 
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Assessment Criterion: Access 

Baseline Description 

 The site is located 1.2km to the west of the A30 with no direct links to the 
site. 

 The site is located 130m to the south-east of Weston Road with farm 
tracks extending from it that lead up to the site. The road is narrow and 
lined by hedgerow trees. 

 The site is located 80m to the north of Halscombe Lane with a farm track 
leading to the site. The lane is narrow and lined with hedgerows and 
infrequent trees. 

 The site is located 70m to the south of Fordland Bottom Road with no 
apparent links to the site. The road is lined by hedgerow trees. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Access is likely to be from Weston Road via a farm track, utilising the 
existing track to avoid introduction of new access tracks and resulting 
changes in landscape character. However, access works are likely to be 
required to existing narrow lanes/track, resulting in the loss of hedgebanks 
and trees. 

Assessment Criterion: Landcover 

Baseline Description 

 Medium to large fields of arable farmland in the west and improved 
grassland in the east (according to the CEH Land Cover Map 2019) with 
hedgerow boundaries featuring occasional hedgerow trees. 

 Ancient woodland to the west and a small clump of woodland to the north-
east. 
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Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Some loss of improved grassland and arable farmland may occur to 
accommodate foundations, crane pads and any new tracks. 

 Potential loss of hedges/hedgerow trees to accommodate access tracks. 

Assessment Criterion: Visibility from Designated 
Landscapes (indicated by the ZTVs in Appendix C) 

Baseline Description 

A.53 Two designated landscapes are within 10km of the site: 

 Dartmoor National Park is located approximately 6.3km to the west of the 
site. 

 Undeveloped Coast is located approximately 7.4km to the south-east of 
the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 There is some theoretical visibility from elevated locations on the north-
eastern edge of Dartmoor National Park within 7-10km from the site, 
including Barton Down, Waye Down and Mardon Down for 100m turbines 
and more extensive theoretical visibility y for 125m and 175m turbines. 

 Similar extent of theoretical visibility for 100m, 125m and 175m turbines 
from areas of the Undeveloped Coast within 7-10km from the site, 
including from Exminster Marshes Nature Reserve and Powderham 
Estate. 
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Assessment Criterion: Visual Amenity (indicated by 
the ZTVs in Appendix C) 

Baseline Description 

A.54 Key visual receptors within 5km where views of the surrounding landscape 
(including the site) contribute towards the landscape setting or form part of the 
experience include: 

 The local community of Ide 1.4km to the east. 

 The local community living 2.7km to the east in the western part of Exeter. 

 The local community of Shillingford St George 3.2km to the south-east. 

 The local community of Whitestone 3.6km to the north-west. 

 The local community of Matford 3.7km to the south-east. 

A.55 There are no locally promoted viewpoints or OS viewpoints within 5km of 
the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Relatively close views of turbine(s) on the skyline which will result in a 
clearly perceptible change in views experienced by the receptors above. 

Assessment Criterion: Residential Visual Amenity 
(RVA) 

Baseline Description 

 24 no. of properties within 500m of the site. 
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 30 no. of properties within 500-750m of the site. 

 34 no. of properties within 750-1000m of the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Most of the site falls within the 500m zone of properties and is likely to 
affect the residential visual amenity of those properties. It would therefore 
represent a constraint to development on this site. A small part in the 
south-east of the site falls outside the 500m zone of properties. 

 All of the site falls within 750m zone of properties and may affect the 
residential visual amenity of those properties. It would therefore represent 
a constraint to development on this site. 

Assessment Criterion: Aviation Lighting 

Baseline Description 

 The site experiences low levels of light pollution. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Introduction of aviation lighting would add light sources to the dark skies 
within the site and adjoining landscape. 

Developability of the Site 

A.56 Overall it is considered that the site has lower landscape constraints for a 
single smaller size turbine (100m) on the top of the ridge, if residential visual 
amenity does not constrain the site and access arrangements can be designed 
so as to not result in unacceptable loss of Devon hedgerows and mature higher 
grade trees on the narrow lanes. This would provide an energy generating 
capacity of 1MW. However, the scale of turbine will transcend the scale of the 
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landform (which is approximately 75m from the valley bottom to the highest part 
of the site). 

A.57 The site has higher landscape constraints for multiple turbines due to 
existing landscape constraints including the landform and landscape scale, and 
visual amenity constraints. 

A.58 The proximity of 24 properties within 500m of the site could also represent 
a constraint, although extensive woodland at Cotley Wood screens views from 
properties to the west. Properties to the south and south west are partially 
obscured by the undulating landform. However, properties along Longtown 
Road at Bakers Hill to the north, which are elevated above the site, have full 
views over the site. The visibility of turbines from these properties would need to 
be investigated further. 
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Wind Energy Site 15 – West of Tedburn 
St Mary 

Figure A.7: Location of Wind Site 15 
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Landscape Character and Sensitivity Context 

A.59 This site is located equally within the Steep Wooded Scarp Slopes LCT 
and Inland Elevated Undulating Land LCT. The key sensitive 
features/characteristics of these LCTs (as described in 2017 landscape 
sensitivity study) are listed below. However, not every characteristic listed will 
be of relevance to the site (those that are relevant are summarised under the 
'Relationship of the Site to the Landscape Character Type' section).  

Key Sensitive Features / Characteristics of the 
Landscape Character Type 
 Steep Wooded Scarp Slopes LCT 

 The steep, highly visible slopes which rise above and form a backdrop 
to the adjacent landscapes. 

 The landscape’s prominent, mostly undeveloped skylines often marked 
by woodland. 

 The strong sense of tranquillity and remoteness with associated dark 
night skies. 

 Valued semi-natural habitats including remnant heathland and mixed 
woodland, with parts of the Haldon Forest designated as a SSSI and 
Important Bird Area. 

 The historically important medieval field pattern and estate parklands 
including Luscombe Castle and Mamhead Park. 

 The valued scenic character of the landscape, with the whole of the 
area locally designated as an Area of Great Landscape Value – AGLV 
will not be taken forward as a local designation in the new Teignbridge 
Local Plan. 

 The long views over adjacent valleys and intervisibility with Dartmoor 
National Park in clear conditions. 

 Inland Elevated Undulating Land LCT 
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 The narrow, finger ridges in the south of the LCT, which have good 
intervisibility with Dartmoor National Park and the Haldon Ridge (LCT 
1H). 

 The small scale field pattern including fields of medieval origin. 

 Frequent human scale features including hedgebanks and copses, with 
scattered rural settlements throughout the landscape. 

 Elevated, undeveloped skylines which are highly visible and prominent 
from the surrounding landscapes. 

 The landscape’s traditional rural character with high levels of 
tranquillity. 

 The historic importance of the landscape, with areas of estate parkland 
and prehistoric camps, including Great Fulford House and the Higher 
Bury Camp Scheduled Monument. 

 Long distance panoramic views across adjacent landscapes from the 
elevated areas of the landscape. 

 Intervisibility with Dartmoor National Park, which lies adjacent to the 
LCT to the south. 

A.60 The 2017 landscape sensitivity study states that the Steep Wooded Scarp 
Slopes LCT is likely to be highly sensitive to all scales of wind turbine due to the 
steep, highly visible slopes, prominent skylines, valued semi-natural habitats 
and locally important levels of tranquillity. The Inland Elevated Undulating Land 
LCT is highly sensitive to ‘very large’ and ‘large’ wind turbines due to its visual 
prominence, intervisibility with Dartmoor National Park and high scenic qualities. 

Relationship of the Site to the Landscape Character 
Type 

A.61 Wind site 15 comprises relatively gentle slopes which descend from a 
rounded hill. The landform is overlain by regular pattern of mixed sized fields 
used for pasture and arable defined by hedgerows with occasional hedgerow 
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trees and small pockets of woodland along the western and south-eastern 
boundary. The site is partially visible from Dartmoor National Park. 

A.62 The site demonstrates some of the key sensitive features/characteristics 
of the LCT including its complex topography, field pattern, locally valued scenic 
qualities, levels of tranquillity and relationship with the National Park. 

Landscape and Visual Appraisal 

Assessment Criterion: Landscape Scale 

Baseline Description 

 Relatively gentle slopes (175m AOD to 130m AOD) descending from a 
rounded hill to tributaries that extend across the site from the River Ted. 

 Valley bottom to the east to the highest part of site is approximately 85m. 

 Regular pattern of mixed sized fields. 

 Presence of some human scale features (hedgerows, occasional 
hedgerow trees and small pockets of woodland along the western and 
south-eastern boundary). 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Turbine(s) would appear to ‘spill’ down the slopes – it would be difficult to 
achieve consistent turbine heights on the slopes (unless locating turbines 
on the hill top). 

 Any turbine greater than 70m will transcend the scale of the landform and 
be greater than the height of the existing hill slope (which is 70m from the 
valley bottom to the east). 
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 Large scale turbine(s) will transcend the human scale features within and 
around the site. 

Assessment Criterion: Access 

Baseline Description 

 A minor unnamed lane is located 80m to the north of the site. The lane is 
narrow and lined with hedgerows, with no obvious links to the site. 

 The site is located 260m to the west of Golds Lane (a two way road which 
connects to the A30) which is lined with hedgerows and some hedgerow 
trees. Access close to the site exists via farm tracks which extend from 
Golds Lane at Town Barton. 

 The site is located 800m to the east of Crediton Lane. The lane is narrow 
and lined with hedgerows and infrequent hedgerow trees, with no obvious 
links to the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 There is no direct access to the site, but access arrangements could be 
designed via farm tracks (extending from Golds Lane) utilising the existing 
track, although the narrow hedged lane would need to be widened with 
subsequent impacts on existing hedge banks. New access tracks within 
the site itself may result in changes to the landscape character including 
loss of hedgebanks and trees. 
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Assessment Criterion: Landcover 

Baseline Description 

 Regular pattern of mixed sized fields used for pasture and arable farmland 
with hedge boundaries and some infield trees (according to the CEH Land 
Cover Map 2019). 

 Pockets of deciduous woodland along the western and south-eastern 
boundary. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Some loss of improved grassland and arable farmland may occur to 
accommodate foundations, crane pads and any new tracks. 

 Potential loss of hedges/hedgerow trees to accommodate access tracks. 

Assessment Criterion: Visibility from Designated 
Landscapes (indicated by the ZTVs in Appendix C) 

Baseline Description 

A.63 One designated landscape is within 10km of the site: 

 Dartmoor National Park is located approximately 2.3km to the south-west 
of the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Similar extent of theoretical visibility for 100m, 125m and 175m turbines; 
restricted to high points on the north-eastern edge of Dartmoor National 
Park within 3-10km from the site (including from Mardon Down, Waye 
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Down and Cranbrook Down) and partially obscured by the sweeping 
undulations of the landform. 

Assessment Criterion: Visual Amenity (indicated by 
the ZTVs in Appendix C) 

Baseline Description 

A.64 Key visual receptors within 5km where views of the surrounding landscape 
(including the site) contribute towards the landscape setting or form part of the 
experience include: 

 The local community of Tedburn St Mary 620m to the east. 

 The local community of Cheriton Cross 2.3km to the south-west. 

 The local community of Pathfinder Village 3.8km to the south-east. 

 Visitors to Fingle Glen Golf Club 3.9km to the south-east. 

 Some of the local community of Yeoford 4.1km to the north-west. 

 The local community of Crockernwell Village 4.3km to the south-west. 

A.65 There are no locally promoted viewpoints or OS viewpoints within 5km of 
the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Relatively close views of turbine(s) on the skyline which will result in a 
clearly perceptible change in views experienced by the receptors above. 
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Assessment Criterion: Residential Visual Amenity 
(RVA) 

Baseline Description 

 31 no. of properties within 500m of the site. 

 16 no. of properties within 500-750m of the site. 

 27 no. of properties within 750-1000m of the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 A third of the site falls within the 500m zone of properties and is likely to 
affect the residential visual amenity of those properties. It would therefore 
represent a constraint to development on this site. Parts of the site within 
the centre extending towards the south fall outside the 500m zone of 
properties. 

 All of the site falls within 750m zone of properties and may affect the 
residential visual amenity of those properties. It would therefore represent 
a constraint to development on this site. 

Assessment Criterion: Aviation Lighting 

Baseline Description 

 The site experiences low levels of light pollution. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Introduction of aviation lighting would add light sources to the dark skies 
within the site and adjoining landscape. 
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Developability of the Site 

A.66 Overall, it is considered that the site has lower landscape constraints for 
multiple (up to 3) smaller size turbines (100m) on the hilltop, if residential visual 
amenity does not constrain the site (most nearby properties are located within 
Town Barton, where buildings and vegetation partially obscure views) and 
access arrangements can be designed so as to not result in unacceptable loss 
of Devon hedgerows and mature higher grade trees on the narrow lanes. This 
would provide an energy generating capacity of 3MW. However, the scale of 
turbine will transcend the scale of the landform (which is approximately 85m 
from the valley bottom to the highest part of the site). 

A.67 The proximity of 31 properties within 500m of the site could also represent 
a constraint. The visibility of turbines from these properties would need to be 
investigated further. 
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Wind Energy Site 16 – South West of Ide 

Figure A.8: Location of Wind Site 16 
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Landscape Character and Sensitivity Context 

A.68 This site is located mainly within the Steep Wooded Scarp Slopes LCT. 
However, it partly extends into the Forested Plateau LCT to the south-west. The 
key sensitive features/characteristics of the main LCT (as described in 2017 
landscape sensitivity study) are listed below. However, not every characteristic 
listed will be of relevance to the site (those that are relevant are summarised 
under the 'Relationship of the Site to the Landscape Character Type' section).  

Key Sensitive Features / Characteristics of the 
Landscape Character Type 
 The steep, highly visible slopes which rise above and form a backdrop to 

the adjacent landscapes. 

 The landscape’s prominent, mostly undeveloped skylines often marked by 
woodland. 

 The strong sense of tranquillity and remoteness with associated dark night 
skies. 

 Valued semi-natural habitats including remnant heathland and mixed 
woodland, with parts of the Haldon Forest designated as a SSSI and 
Important Bird Area. 

 The historically important medieval field pattern and estate parklands 
including Luscombe Castle and Mamhead Park. 

 The valued scenic character of the landscape, with the whole of the area 
locally designated as an Area of Great Landscape Value – AGLV will not 
be taken forward as a local designation in the new Teignbridge Local Plan. 

 The long views over adjacent valleys and intervisibility with Dartmoor 
National Park in clear conditions. 

A.69 The 2017 landscape sensitivity study states that the LCT is likely to be 
highly sensitive to all scales of wind turbine due to the steep, highly visible 
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slopes, prominent skylines, valued semi-natural habitats and locally important 
levels of tranquillity. 

Relationship of the Site to the Landscape Character 
Type 

A.70 Wind Site 16 comprises steep and highly visible slopes. The landform is 
overlain by relatively regular and large scale open fields defined by hedgerows 
and sporadic hedgerow trees. This is in contrast with the small to medium scale 
irregular field pattern typical of the overall LCT. The site is visible from the 
National Park. 

A.71 The site demonstrates some of the key sensitive features/characteristics 
of the LCT including its complex topography, undeveloped skylines, some levels 
of tranquillity and remoteness, locally valued scenic qualities, long views over 
adjacent valleys and intervisibility with the National Park on clear days. 

Landscape and Visual Appraisal 

Assessment Criterion: Landscape Scale 

Baseline Description 

 Steep sided slopes (210m AOD to 120m AOD) on an undulating upland 
plateau. 

 Valley bottom to the north to the highest part of the site is approximately 
160m. 

 Relatively regular and large scale open fields. 

 Presence of some human scale features (hedgerows and very few 
hedgerow trees). 
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Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Turbine(s) would appear to ‘spill’ down the slopes – it would be difficult to 
achieve consistent turbine heights on the slope (unless locating turbines 
on top of the slopes). 

 Any turbine greater than 160m will transcend the scale of the landform and 
be greater than the height of the existing slope (which is 160m from the 
valley bottom to the north). 

 Large scale turbine(s) will transcend the human scale features within and 
around the site. 

Assessment Criterion: Access 

Baseline Description 

 The site is located 65m to the north of a narrow unnamed road which is 
lined with hedges and runs parallel to the site, with direct access off it from 
a farm track. 

 The site is located 490m to the south-west of Whiddon Lane with farm 
tracks leading to the site from it. The lane is narrow and lined with hedges 
and occasional hedgerow trees. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Access to the site is likely to be via farm tracks extending from Whiddon 
Lane, utilising the existing track to avoid introduction of new access tracks 
and resulting changes in landscape character. However, access works are 
likely to be required to the existing narrow lanes/track, resulting in the loss 
of hedgebanks and trees. 
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Assessment Criterion: Landcover 

Baseline Description 

 Medium to large arable fields of mostly improved grassland with some 
areas of arable farmland (according to the CEH Land Cover Map 2019) 
with hedge boundaries featuring very few hedgerow trees. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Some loss of improved grassland and arable farmland may occur to 
accommodate foundations, crane pads and any new tracks. 

 Potential loss of hedges/hedgerow trees to accommodate access tracks. 

Assessment Criterion: Visibility from Designated 
Landscapes (indicated by the ZTVs in Appendix C) 

Baseline Description 

A.72 Two designated landscapes are within 10km of the site: 

 Dartmoor National Park is located approximately 4.5km to the south-west 
of the site. 

 Undeveloped Coast is located approximately 6.1km to the south-east of 
the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Similar extent of theoretical visibility for 100m, 125m and 175m turbines 
from elevated locations on the north-eastern edge of Dartmoor National 
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Park within 5-10km from the site, including Barton Down, Waye Down and 
and Mardon Down. 

 Similar extent of theoretical visibility for 100m and 125m and 175m 
turbines from areas of the Undeveloped Coast within 6-10km from the site, 
including from Exminster Marshes Nature Reserve and Powderham 
Estate. 

Assessment Criterion: Visual Amenity (indicated by 
the ZTVs in Appendix C) 

Baseline Description 

A.73 Key visual receptors within 5km where views of the surrounding landscape 
(including the site) contribute towards the landscape setting or form part of the 
experience include: 

 The local community of Dunchideock 1.3km to the south. 

 The local community of Ide 1.7km to the north-east. 

 The local community of Shillingford St George 1.9km to the south-east. 

 The local community within the western part of Exeter 3.2km to the east. 

 The local community of Kennford 4.1km to the south-east. 

 The local community of Whitestone 4.1km to the north-west. 

 The local community of Kenn 5km to the south-east. 

A.74 There are no locally promoted viewpoints or OS viewpoints within 5km of 
the site. 
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Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Relatively close views of turbine(s) on the skyline which will result in a 
clearly perceptible change in views experienced by the receptors above. 

Assessment Criterion: Residential Visual Amenity 
(RVA) 

Baseline Description 

 8 no. of properties within 500m of the site. 

 7 no. of properties within 500-750m of the site. 

 14 no. of properties within 750-1000m of the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 A third of the site falls within the 500m zone of properties and is likely to 
affect the residential visual amenity of those properties. It would therefore 
represent a constraint to development on this site. Parts of the site within 
the east and south fall outside the 500m zone of properties. 

 Most of the site falls within 750m zone of properties and may affect the 
residential visual amenity of those properties. It would therefore represent 
a constraint to development on this site. A small part of the site within the 
north-west fall outside the 750m zone of properties. 

Assessment Criterion: Aviation Lighting 

Baseline Description 

 The site experiences low levels of light pollution. 
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Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Introduction of aviation lighting would add light sources to the dark skies 
within the site and adjoining landscape. 

Developability of the Site 

A.75 Overall, the site has lower constraints for multiple (up to 3) medium size 
turbines (125m) on the upland plateau, if residential visual amenity does not 
constrain the site and access arrangements can be designed so as to not result 
in unacceptable loss of Devon hedgerows and mature higher grade trees on the 
narrow lanes. This would provide an energy generating capacity of 6MW.  
Alternatively, a single turbine of 175m may be accommodated (an energy 
generating capacity of 5MW), although it would transcend the scale of the 
landform (which is approximately 160m from the valley bottom to the highest 
part of the site). 

A.76 The proximity of 8 properties within 500m of the site could also represent a 
constraint; however, plantation woodland to the west obscures visibility, and 
views from properties to the south (Idestone Barton and Marshall Farm) which 
are located at a lower elevation, are obscured by the undulating topography. 
Whiddon Farm, which is located 350m north east of the site boundary, has full 
views into the site. The visibility of turbines from these properties would need to 
be investigated further. 
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Wind Energy Site 17 – West of 
Downhouse Farm 

Figure A.9: Location of Wind Site 17 
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Landscape Character and Sensitivity Context 

A.77 This site is mostly located within the Upper Farmed and Wooded valley 
Slopes LCT and partly extends into the Inland Elevated Undulating Land LCT to 
the north-east. The key sensitive features/characteristics of the main LCT (as 
described in 2017 landscape sensitivity study) are listed below. However, not 
every characteristic listed will be of relevance to the site (those that are relevant 
are summarised under the 'Relationship of the Site to the Landscape Character 
Type' section).  

Key Sensitive Features / Characteristics of the 
Landscape Character Type 
 The distinctive round hills and undulating upper valley slopes, carved by 

steep sided stream valleys creating a varied landscape scale and 
topography. 

 The small to medium scale field pattern (related to medieval enclosure), 
intimate character and frequent human scale features including numerous 
hedgerow trees. 

 Areas of ancient woodland and historic parklands which are valued 
features of the landscape. 

 Minor road network of very winding narrow lanes that could be affected by 
delivery of large turbines. 

 Undeveloped and often wooded ridgelines and distinctive rounded hills, 
with the distant skylines of Rippon Tor and Saddle Tor (within Dartmoor 
National Park) visible from within the LCT. 

 The intimate and intricate rural landscape with high levels of tranquillity. 

 The locally valued scenic qualities of the landscape (represented by 
designation as an Area of Great Landscape Value – AGLV will not be 
taken forward as a local designation in the new Teignbridge Local Plan. 
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 The valued historic features, including Conservation Areas at Ashburton, 
Buckfastleigh, Doddiscombsleigh, Kenn, Ide and Higher Ashton and the 
Registered Parks and Gardens at Oxton House and Mamhead Park. 

 The relationship of the LCT with Dartmoor National Park, with high levels 
of intervisibility and a shared landscape character where the LCT meets 
the National Park boundary. 

 Long distance views from upper slopes to and from the Exe Estuary and 
areas of Undeveloped Coast. 

A.78 The 2017 landscape sensitivity study states that the small to medium field 
pattern, frequency of human-scale features, historic estates and intervisibility 
with Dartmoor National Park mean that the LCT would be of high sensitivity to 
‘very large’ wind turbines and of moderate to high sensitivity to ‘large’ wind 
turbines. 

Relationship of the Site to the Landscape Character 
Type 

A.79 Wind Site 17 is characterised by an elevated undulating landform incised 
by wooded watercourses, with steep slopes which descend from two distinctive 
rounded hills. The landform in the east is overlain by medium to large scale 
pastoral fields defined by hedgerows and occasional hedgerow trees, while to 
the west the landscape is smaller scale and more enclosed by adjacent 
woodland. The site is visible from the Dartmoor National Park. The site 
demonstrates a number of key sensitive features/characteristics of the LCT 
including its complex topography of rounded hills and steep sided steam 
valleys, small to medium field pattern, minor road network surrounding it, locally 
valued scenic qualities, high levels of tranquillity and relationship with the 
National Park. 
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Landscape and Visual Appraisal 

Assessment Criterion: Landscape Scale 

Baseline Description 

 Elevated and undulating landform with steep sided slopes (195m AOD to 
125m AOD), descending from two rounded slopes and incised by a 
wooded watercourse. 

 Valley bottom to the highest part of the site is approximately 100m. 

 Medium to large irregular field pattern, with smaller scale fields in the west. 

 Presence of some human scale features (hedgerows and occasional 
hedgerow trees and woodland belts along the western, southern and 
south-eastern boundaries). 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Turbine(s) would appear to ‘spill’ down the slopes – it would be difficult to 
achieve consistent turbine heights on such a steep slope (unless locating 
one turbine on the hill top). 

 Any turbine greater than 100m will transcend the scale of the landform and 
be greater than the height of the existing hill (which is 100m from the 
valley bottom to the north). 

 Large scale turbine(s) will transcend the human scale features within and 
around the site. 
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Assessment Criterion: Access 

Baseline Description 

 The site is located 70m to the south of a narrow hedged lane, with a farm 
track extending from it at Dowhouse Farm leading up to the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Access is likely to be via the farm track from Dowhouse Farm, utilising the 
existing track to avoid introduction of new access tracks and resulting 
changes in landscape character. However, access works are likely to be 
required to existing narrow lanes/track, resulting in the loss of hedgebanks 
and trees. 

Assessment Criterion: Landcover 

Baseline Description 

 Mostly medium to large scale open pastoral fields of improved grassland 
(according to the CEH Land Cover Map 2019). 

 Deciduous woodland along the western, southern and south-eastern 
boundary. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Some loss of improved grassland may occur to accommodate foundations, 
crane pads and any new tracks. 

 Potential loss of hedges/hedgerow trees to accommodate access tracks. 
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Assessment Criterion: Visibility from Designated 
Landscapes (indicated by the ZTVs in Appendix C) 

Baseline Description 

A.80 One designated landscape is located within 10km of the site: 

 Dartmoor National Park is located approximately 2.9km to the south-west 
of the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Similar extent of theoretical visibility for 100m, 125m and 175m turbines 
from areas of the elevated locations on the north-eastern edge of 
Dartmoor National Park within 3-10km from the site, including Barton 
Down, Waye Down, Mardon Down, Butterdon Down, and Cranbrook 
Down. 

Assessment Criterion: Visual Amenity (indicated by 
the ZTVs in Appendix C) 

Baseline Description 

A.81 Key visual receptors within 5km where views of the surrounding landscape 
(including the site) contribute towards the landscape setting or form part of the 
experience include: 

 Visitors to Fingle Glen Golf Club 1.1km to the north. 

 The local community of Tedburn St Mary 2.1km to the north-west. 

 The local community of Whitestone 3km to the north-east. 
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 The local community of Bakers Hill 4.3km to the south-east. 

A.82 There are no locally promoted viewpoints or OS viewpoints within 5km of 
the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Relatively close views of turbine(s) on the skyline which will result in a 
clearly perceptible change in views experienced by the receptors above. 

Assessment Criterion: Residential Visual Amenity 
(RVA) 

Baseline Description 

 15 no. of properties within 500m of the site. 

 42 no. of properties within 500-750m of the site. 

 233 no. of properties within 750-1000m of the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 A third of the site falls within the 500m zone of properties and is likely to 
affect the residential visual amenity of those properties. It would therefore 
represent a constraint to development on this site. A large part in the 
centre and south west of the site falls outside the 500m zone of properties. 

 All of the site falls within 750m zone of properties and may affect the 
residential visual amenity of those properties. It would therefore represent 
a constraint to development on this site. 



Appendix A Landscape and Visual Analysis of Wind Energy Sites 

Wind Turbine Sites in Teignbridge  Wind Site 17                    90 

Assessment Criterion: Aviation Lighting 

Baseline Description 

 The site experiences low levels of light pollution. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Introduction of aviation lighting would add light sources to the dark skies 
within the site and adjoining landscape. 

Developability of the Site 

A.83 Overall, the site has lower constraints for a single turbine (up to 125m) on 
the hilltop in the east, if residential visual amenity does not constrain the site 
and access arrangements can be designed so as to not result in unacceptable 
loss of Devon hedgerows and mature higher grade trees on the narrow lanes. 
This would provide an energy generating capacity of 2MW. However, turbines 
above 100m will transcend the scale of the landform (which is approximately 
100m from the valley bottom to the highest part of the site). 

A.84 The site has higher constraints for multiple turbines due to existing 
landscape constraints including the landform and landscape scale, particularly 
to the west of the site. 

A.85 The proximity of 15 properties within 500m of the site could also represent 
a constraint, although most are located on an unnamed lane to the north and 
south east of the site, where visibility is often oblique. The visibility of turbines 
from these properties would need to be investigated further. 
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Wind Energy Site 18 – Land by Exwick 
Woods 

Figure A.10: Location of Wind Site 18 
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Landscape Character and Sensitivity Context 

A.86 This site is located within the Wooded Ridges and Hilltops LCT. The key 
sensitive features/characteristics of this LCT (as described in 2017 landscape 
sensitivity study) are listed below. However, not every characteristic listed will 
be of relevance to the site (those that are relevant are summarised under the 
'Relationship of the Site to the Landscape Character Type' section).  

Key Sensitive Features / Characteristics of the 
Landscape Character Type 
 The dramatically undulating landform, carved by small scale valleys. 

 The predominantly small-scale, irregular field pattern which is often 
medieval in origin. 

 The narrow, enclosed and winding lanes, typical of the Devon countryside. 

 The undeveloped and elevated skylines, with prominent features such as 
Telegraph Hill. 

 Strong rural character, with high levels of tranquillity and remoteness. 

 The locally valued scenic qualities of the landscape, designated as an 
Area of Great Landscape Value – AGLV will not be taken forward as a 
local designation in the new Teignbridge Local Plan. 

 The relationship of the LCT with Dartmoor National Park, with high levels 
of intervisibility and a shared landscape character where the LCT meets 
the National Park border. 

A.87 The 2017 landscape sensitivity study states that small to medium irregular 
field pattern, elevated skylines and dramatically undulating landform mean that 
this LCT will be highly sensitive to any turbines in the ‘medium’ or above 
categories. 
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Relationship of the Site to the Landscape Character 
Type 

A.88 Wind Site 18 comprises steep hills descending from rounded hills and a 
localised ridge rising from an incised stream valley in the centre of the site. The 
steeply undulating landform is overlain by a small scale regular field pattern of 
mainly pastoral fields, defined by hedgerows and many hedgerow trees. Ancient 
woodlands (Exwick Wood) lies adjacent to the eastern boundary of the site. 

A.89 The site demonstrates a number of the key sensitive 
features/characteristics of the LCT including its dramatic and complex 
topography, small scale field pattern, some sense of remoteness, and locally 
valued scenic qualities. 

Landscape and Visual Appraisal 

Assessment Criterion: Landscape Scale 

Baseline Description 

 A steeply undulating landform rising from a stream in the centre of the site 
to a localised ridge in the north at 150m and a hill in the south at 140m. 

 Valley bottom to the east to the highest part of the site is approximately 
100m. 

 Small scale regular field pattern. 

 Presence of some human scale features (frequent hedgerow trees and 
hedgerows and woodland belts along the eastern and southern boundary). 
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Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Turbine(s) would appear to ‘spill’ down the slopes – it would be difficult to 
achieve consistent turbine heights on such a steep slope (unless locating 
turbines on the hill tops). 

 Any turbine greater than 100m will transcend the scale of the landform and 
be greater than the height of the existing hill (which is 100m from the 
valley bottom). 

 Large scale turbine(s) will transcend the human scale features within and 
around the site. 

Assessment Criterion: Access 

Baseline Description 

 There is no direct access to the site; however, Rowhorne Road is located 
90m to the west of the site and is narrow and lined with hedgerows and 
very few hedgerow trees. 

 The site is located 1km to the east of St Andrews’s Road with no direct 
links to the site. 

 The site is located 1.4km to the east of A377 with no direct links to the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Access is likely to be from Rowhorne Road although a new access track 
off it will be required which may result in changes to the landscape 
character. Access works are also likely to be required to the existing 
narrow road, resulting in the loss of hedgebanks and trees. 
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Assessment Criterion: Landcover 

Baseline Description 

 Small pastoral fields of improved grassland and some arable farmland in 
the south (according to the CEH Land Cover Map 2019), with wooded 
hedgerow boundaries throughout the site. 

 Ancient woodland (Exwick Woods) along the eastern boundary, and belts 
of deciduous woodland along the southern boundary. A small pocket of 
deciduous woodland is enclosed by the site in the north-east. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Some loss of improved grassland and arable farmland may occur to 
accommodate foundations, crane pads and any new tracks. 

 Potential loss of wooded hedgerows to accommodate access tracks. 

Assessment Criterion: Visibility from Designated 
Landscapes (indicated by the ZTVs in Appendix C) 

Baseline Description 

A.90 Two designated landscapes are within 10km of the site: 

 Dartmoor National Park is located approximately 8.9km to the south-west 
of the site. 

 Undeveloped Coast is located approximately 8.1km to the south-east of 
the site. 



Appendix A Landscape and Visual Analysis of Wind Energy Sites 

Wind Turbine Sites in Teignbridge  Wind Site 18                    96 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Similar extent of theoretical visibility for 100m, 125m and 175m turbines 
from areas from elevated locations on the north-eastern edge of Dartmoor 
National Park 8-10km from the site. 

 Similar extent of theoretical visibility for 100m, 125m and 175m turbines 
from areas of the Undeveloped Coast within 8-10km from the site, 
including from Exminster Marshes Nature Reserve. 

Assessment Criterion: Visual Amenity (indicated by 
the ZTVs in Appendix C) 

Baseline Description 

A.91 Key visual receptors within 5km where views of the surrounding landscape 
(including the site) contribute towards the landscape setting or form part of the 
experience include: 

 The local community within the western part of Exeter 1.6km to the east. 

 The local community of Whitestone 2.5km to the south-west. 

 The local community of Bakers Hill 3.8km to the south-east. 

 Visitors to Newton St Cynes Golf Club 4.8km to the north. 

A.92 There are no locally promoted viewpoints or OS viewpoints within 5km of 
the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Relatively close views of turbine(s) on the skyline which will result in a 
clearly perceptible change in views experienced by the receptors above. 
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Assessment Criterion: Residential Visual Amenity 
(RVA) 

Baseline Description 

 10 no. of properties within 500m of the site. 

 154 no. of properties within 500-750m of the site. 

 412 no. of properties within 750-1000m of the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 A quarter of the site falls within the 500m zone of properties and is likely to 
affect the residential visual amenity of those properties. It would therefore 
represent a constraint to development on this site. Parts in the west and 
south-west of the site falls outside the 500m zone of properties. 

 Most of the site falls within 750m zone of properties and may affect the 
residential visual amenity of those properties. It would therefore represent 
a constraint to development on this site. Small parts in the east of the site 
fall outside the 750m zone of properties. 

Assessment Criterion: Aviation Lighting 

Baseline Description 

 The site experiences low levels of light pollution. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Introduction of aviation lighting would add light sources to the dark skies 
within the site and adjoining landscape. 



Appendix A Landscape and Visual Analysis of Wind Energy Sites 

Wind Turbine Sites in Teignbridge  Wind Site 18                    98 

Developability of the Site 

A.93 Overall, the site has lower constraints for multiple (up to two) smaller size 
turbines (100m) on the higher slopes, one to the north and one to the south, if 
residential visual amenity does not constrain the site and access arrangements 
can be designed so as to not result in unacceptable loss of Devon hedgerows 
and mature higher grade trees on the narrow lanes. This would provide an 
energy generating capacity of 2MW. Turbines above 100m will transcend the 
scale of the landform (which is approximately 100m from the valley bottom to 
the highest part of the site). 

A.94 The proximity of 10 properties within 500m of the site could also represent 
a constraint, as these are mostly located to the west of the site along Rowhorne 
Road with direct and open views of the site. The visibility of turbines from these 
properties would need to be investigated further. 
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Wind Energy Site 20 – Ducks Brook, 
Tedburn St Mary 

Figure A.11: Location of Wind Site 20 
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Landscape Character and Sensitivity Context 

A.95 This site is mostly located within the Upper Farmed & Wooded Valley 
Slopes LCT and partly extends into the Inland Elevated Undulating Land LCT to 
the north-west. The key sensitive features/characteristics of the main LCT (as 
described in 2017 landscape sensitivity study) are listed below. However, not 
every characteristic listed will be of relevance to the site (those that are relevant 
are summarised under the 'Relationship of the Site to the Landscape Character 
Type' section).  

Key Sensitive Features / Characteristics of the 
Landscape Character Type 
 The distinctive round hills and undulating upper valley slopes, carved by 

steep sided stream valleys creating a varied landscape scale and 
topography. 

 The small to medium scale field pattern (related to medieval enclosure), 
intimate character and frequent human scale features including numerous 
hedgerow trees. 

 Areas of ancient woodland and historic parklands which are valued 
features of the landscape. 

 Minor road network of very winding narrow lanes that could be affected by 
delivery of large turbines. 

 Undeveloped and often wooded ridgelines and distinctive rounded hills, 
with the distant skylines of Rippon Tor and Saddle Tor (within Dartmoor 
National Park) visible from within the LCT. 

 The intimate and intricate rural landscape with high levels of tranquillity. 

 The locally valued scenic qualities of the landscape (represented by 
designation as an Area of Great Landscape Value – AGLV will not be 
taken forward as a local designation in the new Teignbridge Local Plan. 
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 The valued historic features, including Conservation Areas at Ashburton, 
Buckfastleigh, Doddiscombsleigh, Kenn, Ide and Higher Ashton and the 
Registered Parks and Gardens at Oxton House and Mamhead Park. 

 The relationship of the LCT with Dartmoor National Park, with high levels 
of intervisibility and a shared landscape character where the LCT meets 
the National Park boundary. 

 Long distance views from upper slopes to and from the Exe Estuary and 
areas of Undeveloped Coast. 

A.96 The 2017 landscape sensitivity study states that the small to medium field 
pattern, frequency of human-scale features, historic estates and intervisibility 
with Dartmoor National Park mean that the LCT would be of high sensitivity to 
‘very large’ wind turbines and of moderate to high sensitivity to ‘large’ wind 
turbines. 

Relationship of the Site to the Landscape Character 
Type 

A.97 Wind Site 20 comprises steep slopes which descend from two distinctive 
hills. The site is incised by Ducks Brook. The landform is overlain by small to 
medium scale irregular field pattern of pastoral land defined by hedgerows and 
hedgerow trees. The site contains an area designated as a County Wildlife Site. 
The site is visible from the Dartmoor National Park. 

A.98 The site demonstrates a number of key sensitive features/characteristics 
of the LCT including its complex topography, small to medium field pattern, 
minor road networks surrounding it, locally valued scenic qualities, high levels of 
tranquillity and proximity to the National Park. 
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Landscape and Visual Appraisal 

Assessment Criterion: Landscape Scale 

Baseline Description 

 A steeply undulating landform rising from Ducks Brooks with a broad open 
ridge rising to 160m AOD to the north below a high point at Hackworthy 
Brakes. 

 The site is incised by Ducks Brook and the valley bottom to the highest 
part of the site is approximately 70m. 

 Small to medium irregular field pattern. 

 Presence of some human scale features (hedges, hedgerow trees, some 
infield trees and pockets of deciduous woodland along the north-western 
and eastern boundary). 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Turbine(s) would appear to ‘spill’ down the slopes – it would be difficult to 
achieve consistent turbine heights on such a steep slope (unless locating 
turbines on the ridge). 

 Any turbine greater than 70m will transcend the scale of the landform and 
be greater than the height of the existing hill (which is 70m from the valley 
bottom). 

 Large scale turbine(s) will transcend the human scale features within and 
around the site. 
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Assessment Criterion: Access 

Baseline Description 

 The site is located 80m to the north of Stadden Road - a narrow lane, lined 
with hedges and occasional hedgerow trees, with no direct links to the site. 

 The site is located 800m to the south of the A30 with a link to the site via 
an unnamed lane which is both narrow and steep, and a farm track to the 
east of the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Access is likely to be from a farm track in the east (via an unnamed road 
that runs around the northern and eastern boundaries of the site), utilising 
the existing track to avoid introduction of new access tracks and resulting 
changes in landscape character. However, access works are likely to be 
required to existing narrow lanes/track, resulting in the loss of hedgebanks 
and trees. 

Assessment Criterion: Landcover 

Baseline Description 

 Small to medium fields of mostly improved grassland (according to the 
CEH Land Cover Map 2019), with hedges, hedgerow trees, and infield 
trees. 

 Deciduous and mixed woodland and orchards (according to the CEH Land 
Cover Map 2019) surround the site and provide some screening from local 
lanes. 

 A small area of unimproved & semi-improved neutral grassland exists in 
the south and is designated as a County Wildlife Site (Duck’s Brook). 
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Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Some loss of semi-improved grassland may occur to accommodate 
foundations, crane pads and any new tracks. 

 Potential loss of woodland, hedges/hedgerow trees and habitats within the 
County Wildlife Site to accommodate access tracks. 

Assessment Criterion: Visibility from Designated 
Landscapes (indicated by the ZTVs in Appendix C) 

Baseline Description 

A.99 One designated landscape is within 10km of the site: 

 Dartmoor National Park is located approximately 2.8km to the south-west 
of the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Relatively extensive theoretical visibility for 100m, 125m and 175m 
turbines from elevated locations on the north-eastern edge of Dartmoor 
National Park within 2.5-10km from the site, including Mardon Down, 
Cranbrook Down and Butterdon Down. 
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Assessment Criterion: Visual Amenity (indicated by 
the ZTVs in Appendix C) 

Baseline Description 

A.100 Key visual receptors within 5km where views of the surrounding 
landscape (including the site) contribute towards the landscape setting or form 
part of the experience include: 

 The local community of Tedburn St Mary 1.2km to the north. 

 Visitors to Fingle Glen Golf Club 1.5km to the north-east. 

 The local Community of Pathfinder Village 2.2km to the north-east. 

 The local community of Cheriton Cross and Cheriton Bishop 3.8km to the 
north-west. 

 The local community of Whitestone 4.5km to the north-east. 

A.101 There are no locally promoted viewpoints or OS viewpoints within 5km of 
the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Relatively close views of turbine(s) on the skyline which will result in a 
clearly perceptible change in views experienced by the receptors above. 

Assessment Criterion: Residential Visual Amenity 
(RVA) 

Baseline Description 

 12 no. of properties within 500m of the site. 
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 23 no. of properties within 500-750m of the site. 

 202 no. of properties within 750-1000m of the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Three quarters of the site fall within the 500m zone of properties and is 
likely to affect the residential visual amenity of those properties. It would 
therefore represent a constraint to development on this site. A small part in 
the centre of the site falls outside the 500m zone of properties. 

 All of the site falls within 750m zone of properties and may affect the 
residential visual amenity of those properties. It would therefore represent 
a constraint to development on this site. 

Assessment Criterion: Aviation Lighting 

Baseline Description 

 The site experiences low levels of light pollution. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Introduction of aviation lighting would add light sources to the dark skies 
within the site and adjoining landscape. 

Developability of the Site 

A.102 Overall, the site has lower landscape and visual amenity constraints for 
multiple (up to three) smaller size turbines (100m) on higher slopes (with one or 
two to the north west, one to the north east and one to the south west) if 
residential visual amenity does not constrain the site and access arrangements 
can be designed so as to not result in unacceptable loss of Devon hedgerows 
and mature higher grade trees on the narrow lanes. This would provide an 



Appendix A Landscape and Visual Analysis of Wind Energy Sites 

Wind Turbine Sites in Teignbridge  Wind Site 20                    107 

energy generating capacity of 3MW. However, the scale of turbine will 
transcend the scale of the landform (which is approximately 70m from the valley 
bottom to the highest part of the site). 

A.103 The proximity of 12 properties (located in all directions) within 500m of 
the site could also represent a constraint, as most of these properties will have 
direct views of the turbines breaching the skyline (although properties along 
Pike Hill are afforded with some screening from woodland at Hackworthy 
Brakes). The visibility of turbines from these properties would need to be 
investigated further. 
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Wind Energy Site 21 – Land North of 
West View Farm 

Figure A.12: Location of Wind Site 21 
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Landscape Character and Sensitivity Context 

A.104 This site is located within the Upper Farmed and Wooded Valley Slopes 
LCT. The key sensitive features/characteristics of this LCT (as described in 
2017 landscape sensitivity study) are listed below. However, not every 
characteristic listed will be of relevance to the site (those that are relevant are 
summarised under the 'Relationship of the Site to the Landscape Character 
Type' section).  

Key Sensitive Features / Characteristics of the 
Landscape Character Type 
 The distinctive round hills and undulating upper valley slopes, carved by 

steep sided stream valleys creating a varied landscape scale and 
topography. 

 The small to medium scale field pattern (related to medieval enclosure), 
intimate character and frequent human scale features including numerous 
hedgerow trees. 

 Areas of ancient woodland and historic parklands which are valued 
features of the landscape. 

 Minor road network of very winding narrow lanes that could be affected by 
delivery of large turbines. 

 Undeveloped and often wooded ridgelines and distinctive rounded hills, 
with the distant skylines of Rippon Tor and Saddle Tor (within Dartmoor 
National Park) visible from within the LCT. 

 The intimate and intricate rural landscape with high levels of tranquillity. 

 The locally valued scenic qualities of the landscape (represented by 
designation as an Area of Great Landscape Value – AGLV will not be 
taken forward as a local designation in the new Teignbridge Local Plan). 
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 The valued historic features, including Conservation Areas at Ashburton, 
Buckfastleigh, Doddiscombsleigh, Kenn, Ide and Higher Ashton and the 
Registered Parks and Gardens at Oxton House and Mamhead Park. 

 The relationship of the LCT with Dartmoor National Park, with high levels 
of intervisibility and a shared landscape character where the LCT meets 
the National Park boundary. 

 Long distance views from upper slopes to and from the Exe Estuary and 
areas of Undeveloped Coast. 

A.105 The 2017 landscape sensitivity study states that the small to medium 
field pattern, frequency of human-scale features, historic estates and 
intervisibility with Dartmoor National Park mean that the LCT would be of high 
sensitivity to ‘very large’ wind turbines and of moderate to high sensitivity to 
‘large’ wind turbines. 

Relationship of the Site to the Landscape Character 
Type 

A.106 Wind Site 21 comprises undulating landform, occupying lower to mid 
slopes (upper slopes continue to the west). The slopes rise from a wooded 
brook to the east and are incised by two tributaries. The landform is overlain by 
a small scale regular field pattern of pastoral land defined by hedges, frequent 
hedgerow trees and pockets of woodland along the eastern, western and 
southern boundaries. The site is visible from the National Park. 

A.107 The site demonstrates a number of the key sensitive 
features/characteristics of the LCT including its complex topography (of 
undulating valley slopes, carved by steep sided stream valleys), small scale 
field pattern, minor road network surrounding it, locally valued scenic qualities, 
high levels of tranquillity and intervisibility with the National Park. 
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Landscape and Visual Appraisal 

Assessment Criterion: Landscape Scale 

Baseline Description 

 Undulating landform occupying lower to mid slopes (upper slopes continue 
to the west). The steep-sided slopes rise from a wooded brook to the east 
(105m to 175m AOD) and are incised by two tributaries. 

 Valley bottom to the east to the highest part of the site is approximately 
75m. 

 Small scale regular field pattern. 

 Presence of some human scale features (hedges, hedgerow trees and 
woodland belts along the western, eastern and southern boundaries). 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Turbine(s) would appear to ‘spill’ down the slopes – it would be difficult to 
achieve consistent turbine heights on such a steep slope (unless locating 
one turbine on the top of the slope). 

 Any turbine greater than 75m will transcend the scale of the landform and 
be greater than the height of the existing hill (which is 75m from the valley 
bottom). 

 Large scale turbine(s) will transcend the human scale features within and 
around the site. 
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Assessment Criterion: Access 

Baseline Description 

 The site is located 600m to the east of a narrow hedged lane with private 
roads extending from it to Ford Farm or Bilsdon which lead up to the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Access is likely via the private roads to Ford Farm or Bilsdon, utilising 
existing tracks to avoid the introduction of new access tracks and resulting 
changes in landscape character. However, access works are likely to be 
required to existing narrow lanes/track, resulting in the loss of hedgebanks 
and trees. 

Assessment Criterion: Landcover 

Baseline Description 

 Small pastoral fields of improved grassland (according to the CEH Land 
Cover Map 2019) with wooded field boundaries and linear woodland along 
the watercourses. 

 Deciduous woodland along the eastern and southern boundaries and a 
small pocket of deciduous woodland along the western boundary. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Some loss of improved grassland may occur to accommodate foundations, 
crane pads and any new tracks. 

 Potential loss of hedges/hedgerow trees to accommodate access tracks. 
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Assessment Criterion: Visibility from Designated 
Landscapes (indicated by the ZTVs in Appendix C) 

Baseline Description 

A.108 One designated landscape is located within 10km of the site: 

 Dartmoor National Park is located approximately 2km to the south-west of 
the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Relatively extensive theoretical visibility for 100m, 125m and 175m 
turbines from elevated locations on the north-eastern edge of Dartmoor 
National Park within 2.5-10km from the site, including Mardon Down, 
Cranbrook Down, Butterdon Down, Barton Down and Waye Down. 

Assessment Criterion: Visual Amenity (indicated by 
the ZTVs in Appendix C) 

Baseline Description 

A.109 Key visual receptors within 5km where views of the surrounding 
landscape (including the site) contribute towards the landscape setting or form 
part of the experience include: 

 Visitors to the north-eastern part of Dartmoor National Park 2km to the 
south-east. 

 The local community of Tedburn St Mary 2.1km to the north-west. 

 The local community of Doddiscombsleigh 5km to the south-east. 
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A.110 There are no locally promoted viewpoints or OS viewpoints within 5km of 
the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Relatively close views of turbine(s) on the skyline which will result in a 
clearly perceptible change in views experienced by the receptors above. 

Assessment Criterion: Residential Visual Amenity 
(RVA) 

Baseline Description 

 25 no. of properties within 500m of the site. 

 11 no. of properties within 500-750m of the site. 

 6 no. of properties within 750-1000m of the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Over half of the site falls within the 500m zone of properties and is likely to 
affect the residential visual amenity of those properties. It would therefore 
represent a constraint to development on this site. The eastern part of the 
site fall outside the 500m zone of properties. 

 All of the site falls within 750m zone of properties and may affect the 
residential visual amenity of those properties. It would therefore represent 
a constraint to development on this site. 
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Assessment Criterion: Aviation Lighting 

Baseline Description 

 The site experiences low levels of light pollution. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Introduction of aviation lighting would add light sources to the dark skies 
within the site and adjoining landscape. 

Developability of the Site 

A.111 Overall, the site has lower constraints for a single smaller size turbine 
(100m) on the higher slope to the north, if residential visual amenity does not 
constrain the site and access arrangements can be designed so as to not result 
in unacceptable loss of Devon hedgerows and mature higher grade trees on the 
narrow lanes. This would provide an energy generating capacity of 1MW.  
However, the scale of turbine will transcend the scale of the landform (which is 
approximately 70m from the valley bottom to the highest part of the site). 

A.112 The site has higher constraints for multiple turbines due to existing 
landscape constraints including the landform and landscape scale, and the 
location of the site part way down the slope. 

A.113 The proximity of 25 properties within 500m of the site (most of which are 
located on an unnamed lane to the north and south east of the site) could also 
represent a constraint, although visibility is often oblique from these properties. 
The visibility of turbines from these properties would need to be investigated 
further. 
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Wind Energy Site 22 – Powderham New 
Plantation 

Figure A.13: Location of Wind Site 22 
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Landscape Character and Sensitivity Context 

A.114 This site is located within the Lower Rolling Farmed and Settled Valley 
Slopes LCT. The key sensitive features/characteristics of this LCT (as 
described in 2017 landscape sensitivity study) are listed below. However, not 
every characteristic listed will be of relevance to the site (those that are relevant 
are summarised under the 'Relationship of the Site to the Landscape Character 
Type' section).  

Key Sensitive Features / Characteristics of the 
Landscape Character Type 
 The occasional steep hills and incised tributary valleys, providing landform 

complexity and areas of intricate scale. 

 The landscape’s secluded and intimate character with areas of smaller 
scale field patterns (including areas of medieval enclosure). 

 Areas of woodland and historic landscapes such as at Kerswell Down Hill 
and Whilborough Common. 

 The network of rural, winding sunken lanes which could be affected by 
delivery of larger turbines. 

 Prominent undeveloped skylines which are characteristically wooded. 

 The landscape’s secluded and intimate character with relatively high levels 
of tranquillity, which provide a setting to areas of Undeveloped Coast e.g. 
Dawlish Warren (LCT 4F) and the Exe Estuary (LCT 4A) that could be 
affected by introduction of turbines. 

 The historic importance of the landscape, with areas of estate parkland, 
castles, prehistoric enclosures and camps including Powderham Castle 
and Castle Dyke camp. 

 Locally recognised scenic qualities (recognised through designation as 
Areas of Great Landscape Value) and dramatic views from higher ground 
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across the farmed valleys and estuaries – AGLV will not be taken forward 
as a local designation in the new Teignbridge Local Plan. 

A.115 The 2017 landscape sensitivity study states that this LCT would be highly 
sensitive to ‘large’ and ‘very large’ turbines due to its landform scale, 
intervisibility with adjacent landscapes including the estuaries, and the LCT’s 
valued historic landscapes. 

Relationship of the Site to the Landscape Character 
Type 

A.116 Wind Site 22 comprises an undulating landform associated with Red Hill. 
The landform is overlain by a medium to large scale regular field pattern of 
arable farmland defined by hedges, regular hedgerow trees and coniferous 
plantation along the southern boundary. The site is located 1km to the south-
east of Grade II* Registered Park and Garden at Powderham Castle Pleasure 
Gardens. 

A.117 The site demonstrates a number of the key sensitive 
feature/characteristics of the LCT including its complex topography, network of 
rural lanes surrounding it, locally recognised scenic qualities and proximity to 
Powderham Estate. 
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Landscape and Visual Appraisal 

Assessment Criterion: Landscape Scale 

Baseline Description 

 Undulating landform associated with Red Hill with steep sided slopes (75m 
AOD to 25m AOD) descending from a series of small hills towards the 
floodplain of the Ex which lies to the east. 

 Valley bottom to the south to the highest part of the site is approximately 
55m. 

 Medium to large scale regular field pattern. 

 Presence of some human scale features (hedges, hedgerow trees, few 
infield trees and coniferous plantation along the southern boundary). 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Turbine(s) would appear to ‘spill’ down the slopes – it would be difficult to 
achieve consistent turbine heights on such a steep slope (unless locating 
one turbine on the top of the slope). 

 Any turbine greater than 55m will transcend the scale of the landform and 
be greater than the height of the existing hill (which is 55m from the valley 
bottom to the south). 

 Large scale turbine(s) will transcend the human scale features within and 
around the site. 
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Assessment Criterion: Access 

Baseline Description 

 The site is located 200m to the south of Exminster Hill, a narrow hedged 
lane with occasional hedgerow trees, with direct access into the site from 
farm tracks leading from it. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Access is likely to be via the farm tracks off Exminster Hill, utilising the 
existing tracks to avoid introduction of new access tracks and resulting 
changes in landscape character. However, access works are likely to be 
required to existing narrow lanes/track, resulting in the loss of hedgebanks 
and trees. 

Assessment Criterion: Landcover 

Baseline Description 

 Medium to large regular fields of arable farmland (according to the CEH 
Land Cover Map 2019) with hedges, hedgerow trees and few infield trees. 

 Coniferous plantation across the southern boundary. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Some loss of arable farmland may occur to accommodate foundations, 
crane pads and any new tracks. 

 Potential loss of hedges/hedgerow trees to accommodate access tracks. 
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Assessment Criterion: Visibility from Designated 
Landscapes (indicated by the ZTVs in Appendix C) 

Baseline Description 

A.118 Three designated landscapes are within 10km of the site: 

 Dartmoor National Park is located approximately 9.6km to the west of the 
site. 

 Undeveloped Coast is located approximately 650m to the east of the site. 

 The East Devon AONB is located approximately 7.5km to the east of the 
site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Limited theoretical visibility from Dartmoor National Park for 100m, 125m 
and 175m turbines. 

 Extensive theoretical visibility for 100m, 125m and 175m turbines from 
areas of the Undeveloped Coast within 0.5-10km from the site, including 
from Exminster Marshes Nature Reserve and from the Exe Valley Way 
promoted path. 

 Some theoretical visibility for 100m, 125m and 175m turbines from areas 
of the East Devon AONB 7.5-10km of the site. 
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Assessment Criterion: Visual Amenity (indicated by 
the ZTVs in Appendix C) 

Baseline Description 

A.119 Key visual receptors within 5km where views of the surrounding 
landscape (including the site) contribute towards the landscape setting or form 
part of the experience include: 

 Visitors to Exminster Golf Centre 920m to the north. 

 The local community of Exminster 1.7km to the north. 

 The local community of Kenn 1.8km to the west. 

 The local community of Kennford 2.2km to the north-west. 

 The local community of Kenton 2.4km to the south-east. 

 Visitors to Oxton House 2.6km to the south-west. 

 Visitors to the Powderham Estate 2.8km to the south-east. 

 Visitors to Mamhead Park 3.6km to the south. 

 The local community of Starcross 4.4km to the south-east. 

 The local community of Alphington 4.5km to the north-west. 

 Parts of the local community of Lympstone 5km to the south-west. 

A.120 There are no locally promoted viewpoints or OS viewpoints within 5km of 
the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Relatively close views of turbine(s) on the skyline which will result in a 
clearly perceptible change in views experienced by the receptors above. 
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Assessment Criterion: Residential Visual Amenity 
(RVA) 

Baseline Description 

 19 no. of properties within 500m of the site. 

 7 no. of properties within 500-750m of the site. 

 16 no. of properties within 750-1000m of the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 A third of the site falls within the 500m zone of properties and is likely to 
affect the residential visual amenity of those properties. It would therefore 
represent a constraint to development on this site. Most of the site (within 
the centre and west) falls outside of the 500m zone of properties except 
for some parts in the east and south. 

 All of the site falls within 750m zone of properties and may affect the 
residential visual of those properties. It would therefore represent a 
constraint to development on this site. 

Assessment Criterion: Aviation Lighting 

Baseline Description 

 The site experiences low levels of light pollution. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Introduction of aviation lighting would add light sources to the dark skies 
within the site and adjoining landscape. 
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Developability of the Site 

A.121 Overall the site has higher landscape and visual amenity constraints for 
turbines of any scale including its proximity to the Undeveloped Coast which is 
0.5km from the site with extensive theoretical visibility of 100m turbines. 

A.122 The proximity of 19 properties within 500m of the site could also 
represent a constraint, although plantation woodland to the south and north-
west obscures visibility. Crablake Farm, which is located 380m north of the site 
boundary, has more open views into the site. The visibility of turbines from 
these properties would need to be investigated further. 
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Wind Energy Site 24 – North West of 
Tedburn St Mary 

Figure A.14: Location of Wind Site 24 
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Landscape Character and Sensitivity Context 

A.123 This site is mostly located within the River Valley Slopes and Combes 
LCT and partly extends into Inland elevated undulating land LCT to the north-
west. The key sensitive features/characteristics of the main LCT (as described 
in 2017 landscape sensitivity study) are listed below. However, not every 
characteristic listed will be of relevance to the site (those that are relevant are 
summarised under the 'Relationship of the Site to the Landscape Character 
Type' section).  

Key Sensitive Features / Characteristics of the 
Landscape Character Type 
 The steep and undulating slopes, with small-medium scale valleys. 

 Frequent human scale features, including trees, hamlets and ancient stone 
bridges. 

 Ancient woodland habitat found in Luscombe Woods. 

 The historically important medieval field pattern, found in areas including 
Milton Hill. 

 The characteristic winding and sunken rural lanes and narrow roads. 

 The prominent slopes with undeveloped open and wooded skylines. 

 The highly rural and tranquil qualities of the landscape with little human 
development. 

 The historic estate parkland associated with the Grade I Registered Park 
and Garden of Luscombe Castle and the Grade II listed Stonelands 
House. 

 The scenic qualities of the landscape which are locally designated as an 
Area of Great Landscape Value/Undeveloped Coast – AGLV will not be 
taken forward as a local designation in the new Teignbridge Local Plan. 
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 The setting the landscape provides to the settlements of Teignmouth and 
Dawlish. 

 The coastal views and backdrop of the Haldon Ridge to the landscape 
which create a strong sense of place. 

A.124 The 2017 landscape sensitivity study states that the high visual 
prominence of the landscape with undeveloped skylines, frequent human scale 
features, small scale historic landscape patterns and locally important scenic 
qualities mean, that this landscape is likely to be highly sensitive to all turbines 
larger than the ‘very small’ category. 

Relationship of the Site to the Landscape Character 
Type 

A.125 Wind Site 24 comprises a rounded open ridge rising steeply from two 
tributaries of the River Ted The site is incised by a tributary of the River Ted in 
the south. The landform is overlain by a medium to large scale irregular field 
pattern of arable and mostly pastoral farmland. The fields are defined by 
hedges, frequent hedgerow trees and belts of deciduous woodland along the 
northern and south-western boundaries. 

A.126 The site demonstrates a number of the key sensitive features/characters 
of the LCT including its topography, human scale features, rural and tranquil 
qualities and prominent slopes with undeveloped open and wooded skylines. 
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Landscape and Visual Appraisal 

Assessment Criterion: Landscape Scale 

Baseline Description 

 Rounded open ridge with relatively steep sided slopes which descend from 
a distinctive hill (165m AOD to 105m AOD) to the River Ted. 

 Valley bottom to the south-east to the highest part of the site is 
approximately 75m. 

 Medium to large scale irregular field pattern of improved grassland with 
some arable farmland. 

 Presence of some human scale feature (hedges, frequent hedgerow trees 
and belts of deciduous woodland along the northern and south-western 
boundary). 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Turbine(s) would appear to ‘spill’ down the slopes – it would be difficult to 
achieve consistent turbine heights on such a steep slope (unless locating 
one turbine on the central ridge). 

 Any turbine greater than 75m will transcend the scale of the landform and 
be greater than the height of the existing hill (which is 75m from the valley 
bottom). 

 Large scale turbine(s) will transcend the human scale features within and 
around the site. 
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Assessment Criterion: Access 

Baseline Description 

 The site is located 150m to the west of a minor unnamed road (running 
along the River Ted) with farm tracks extending from it that lead up to the 
site. The road is narrow and defined by hedges and some hedgerow trees. 

 The site is located 660m to the west of a minor unnamed road. It is narrow 
and defined by hedges and some hedgerow trees, with no obvious links to 
the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Access is likely to be via the farm tracks to the east, utilising the existing 
tracks to avoid introduction of new access tracks and resulting changes in 
landscape character. However, access works are likely to be required to 
existing narrow lanes/track, resulting in the loss of hedgebanks and trees. 

Assessment Criterion: Landcover 

Baseline Description 

 Medium to large fields of improved grassland with some arable farmland in 
the north-west (according to the CEH Land Cover Map 2019) with hedges 
and frequent hedgerow trees. 

 Deciduous woodland along the northern and south-western boundary. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Some loss of improved grassland and arable farmland may occur to 
accommodate foundations, crane pads and any new tracks. 

 Potential loss of hedges/hedgerow trees to accommodate access tracks. 
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Assessment Criterion: Visibility from Designated 
Landscapes (indicated by the ZTVs in Appendix C) 

Baseline Description 

A.127 One designated landscape is within 10km of the site: 

 Dartmoor National Park is located approximately 4km to the south-west of 
the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Relatively extensive theoretical visibility for 100m, 125m and 175m 
turbines from areas from elevated locations on the north-eastern edge of 
Dartmoor National Park 4-10km from the site, including Cranbrook Down 
and Mardon Down. 

Assessment Criterion: Visual Amenity (indicated by 
the ZTVs in Appendix C) 

Baseline Description 

A.128 Key visual receptors within 5km where views of the surrounding 
landscape (including the site) contribute towards the landscape setting or form 
part of the experience include: 

 The local community of Tedburn St Mary 1.4km to the south-east. 

 The local community of Yeoford 3.2km to the north-west. 

 The local community of Pathfinder Village 3.8km to the south-east. 

 Some of the local community of Crediton 4.6km to the north-east. 
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 The local community of Cheriton Bishop 4.8km to the south-west. 

A.129 There are no locally promoted viewpoints or OS viewpoints within 5km of 
the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Relatively close views of turbine(s) on the skyline which will result in a 
clearly perceptible change in views experienced by the receptors above. 

Assessment Criterion: Residential Visual Amenity 
(RVA) 

Baseline Description 

 10 no. of properties within 500m of the site. 

 11 no. of properties within 500-750m of the site. 

 15 no. of properties within 750-1000m of the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 A third of the site falls within the 500m zone of properties and is likely to 
affect the residential visual amenity of those properties. It would therefore 
represent a constraint to development on this site. A small part in the 
centre of the site extending towards the north falls outside the 500m zone 
of properties. 

 All of the site falls within 750m zone of properties and may affect the 
residential visual amenity of those properties. It would therefore represent 
a constraint to development on this site. 
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Assessment Criterion: Aviation Lighting 

Baseline Description 

 The site experiences low levels of light pollution. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Introduction of aviation lighting would add light sources to the dark skies 
within the site and adjoining landscape. 

Developability of the Site 

A.130 Overall, the site has lower landscape and visual amenity constraints for a 
single smaller size turbine (100m) positioned along the central ridge (minimising 
impact on the intimate river valley running along the River Ted). This would 
provide an energy generating capacity of 1MW. However, the scale of turbine 
will transcend the scale of the landform (which is approximately 75m from the 
valley bottom to the highest part of the site). 

A.131 The site has higher landscape constraints for multiple turbines due to 
existing landscape constraints including the landform and landscape scale. 

A.132 The proximity of 10 properties within 500m of the site could also 
represent a constraint. Intervening vegetation screens views from Great 
Cummins in the south and Little Leigh in the north-west; however, other 
properties to the south and east have relatively open views of the site. The 
visibility of turbines from these properties would need to be investigated further. 
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Wind Energy Site 27 – Upper Old 
Wheatley Farm, Exeter 

Figure A.15: Location of Wind Site 27 
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Landscape Character and Sensitivity Context 

A.133 This site is located within the Upper Farmed & Wooded Valley Slopes 
LCT. The key sensitive features/characteristics of this LCT (as described in 
2017 landscape sensitivity study) are listed below. However, not every 
characteristic listed will be of relevance to the site (those that are relevant are 
summarised under the 'Relationship of the Site to the Landscape Character 
Type' section).  

Key Sensitive Features / Characteristics of the 
Landscape Character Type 
 The distinctive round hills and undulating upper valley slopes, carved by 

steep sided stream valleys creating a varied landscape scale and 
topography. 

 The small to medium scale field pattern (related to medieval enclosure), 
intimate character and frequent human scale features including numerous 
hedgerow trees. 

 Areas of ancient woodland and historic parklands which are valued 
features of the landscape. 

 Minor road network of very winding narrow lanes that could be affected by 
delivery of large turbines. 

 Undeveloped and often wooded ridgelines and distinctive rounded hills, 
with the distant skylines of Rippon Tor and Saddle Tor (within Dartmoor 
National Park) visible from within the LCT. 

 The intimate and intricate rural landscape with high levels of tranquillity. 

 The locally valued scenic qualities of the landscape (represented by 
designation as an Area of Great Landscape Value – AGLV will not be 
taken forward as a local designation in the new Teignbridge Local Plan). 
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 The valued historic features, including Conservation Areas at Ashburton, 
Buckfastleigh, Doddiscombsleigh, Kenn, Ide and Higher Ashton and the 
Registered Parks and Gardens at Oxton House and Mamhead Park. 

 The relationship of the LCT with Dartmoor National Park, with high levels 
of intervisibility and a shared landscape character where the LCT meets 
the National Park boundary. 

 Long distance views from upper slopes to and from the Exe Estuary and 
areas of Undeveloped Coast. 

A.134 The 2017 landscape sensitivity study states that the small to medium 
field pattern, frequency of human-scale features, historic estates and 
intervisibility with Dartmoor National Park mean that the LCT would be of high 
sensitivity to ‘very large’ wind turbines and of moderate to high sensitivity to 
‘large’ wind turbines. 

Relationship of the Site to the Landscape Character 
Type 

A.135 Wind Site 27 comprises steep slopes which descend from three 
undulating hills. The landform is overlain by a small scale irregular field pattern 
of pastoral farmland defined by wooded hedgerow field boundaries, and 
woodland belts surrounding much of the site. A small part of the site in the 
south is designated as a County Wildlife Site. 

A.136 The site demonstrates a few of the key sensitive features/characteristics 
of the LCT including its complex topography, small scale field pattern, minor 
road network surrounding it, rounded hill, and locally valued scenic qualities. 
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Landscape and Visual Appraisal 

Assessment Criterion: Landscape Scale 

Baseline Description 

 Undulating landform with steep sided slopes (105m AOD to 55m AOD) 
which descend from rounded hills (in the south) towards the Nadder Brook 
which lies to the east of the site. 

 Valley bottom to the east to the highest part of the site is 55m. 

 Small scale irregular field pattern. 

 Presence of some human scale features (hedgerows with frequent 
hedgerow trees). 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Turbine(s) would appear to ‘spill’ down the slopes – it would be difficult to 
achieve consistent turbine heights on such a steep slope (unless locating 
one turbine on the hill top). 

 Any turbine greater than 50m will transcend the scale of the landform and 
be greater than the height of the existing hill (which is 50m from the valley 
bottom). 

 Large scale turbine(s) will transcend the human scale features within and 
around the site. 
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Assessment Criterion: Access 

Baseline Description 

 The site is located 200m to the south-west of the A30 with no direct links 
to the site. 

 The site is located 150m to the north-east of Tedburn Road (a two way 
road which runs parallel to the A30), with a farm track extending from it 
and leading up to the site. The road is lined with hedgerow trees. 

 The site is located 380m to the west of Barley Lane and on the opposite 
side of a small brook valley and so there are no direct links to the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Access is likely to be via Tedburn Road, utilising the existing track to avoid 
introduction of new access tracks and resulting changes in landscape 
character. However, access works are likely to be required to existing 
narrow lanes/track, resulting in the loss of hedgebanks and trees. New 
access tracks within the site itself may result in changes to the landscape 
character including loss of wooded hedgerows. 

Assessment Criterion: Landcover 

Baseline Description 

 Small pastoral fields of mostly improved grassland and small pockets of 
arable farmland (according to the CEH Land Cover Map 2019), defined by 
wooded hedgerow boundaries. 

 A small area of unimproved grassland exists in the south and is 
designated as a County Wildlife Site (Upper Old Wheatley Farm). 
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Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Some loss of unimproved grassland and arable farmland may occur to 
accommodate foundations, crane pads and any new tracks. 

 Potential loss of hedgerows/hedgerow trees to accommodate access 
tracks. 

Assessment Criterion: Visibility from Designated 
Landscapes (indicated by the ZTVs in Appendix C) 

Baseline Description 

A.137 Two designated landscapes are within 10km of the site: 

 Dartmoor National Park is located approximately 7.7km to the south-west 
of the site. 

 Undeveloped Coast is located approximately 6.8km to the south-east of 
the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Similar extent of theoretical visibility for 100m, 125m and 175m turbines 
from areas from elevated locations on the north-eastern edge of Dartmoor 
National Park 8-10km from the site including Barton Down. 

 Similar extent of theoretical visibility for 100m, 125m and 175m turbines 
from areas of the Undeveloped Coast within 6-10km from the site, 
including from Exminster Marshes Nature Reserve and Powderham 
Estate. 
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Assessment Criterion: Visual Amenity (indicated by 
the ZTVs in Appendix C) 

Baseline Description 

A.138 Key visual receptors within 5km where views of the surrounding 
landscape (including the site) contribute towards the landscape setting or form 
part of the experience include: 

 The local community within the western part of Exeter 800m to the east. 

 The local community of Longdown 2.8km to the south-west. 

 The local community of Shillingford St George 4.2km to the south. 

A.139 Receptors along the A30 will be less sensitive to development of turbines 
on this site and woodland along the A30 obscures visibility from the west. 

A.140 There are no locally promoted viewpoints or OS viewpoints within 5km of 
the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Relatively close views of turbine(s) on the skyline which will result in a 
clearly perceptible change in views experienced by the receptors above. 

Assessment Criterion: Residential Visual Amenity 
(RVA) 

Baseline Description 

 83 no. of properties within 500m of the site. 
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 810 no. of properties within 500-750m of the site. 

 1382 no. of properties within 750-1000m of the site. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 All of the site falls within the 500m zone of properties and is likely to affect 
the residential visual amenity of those properties. It would therefore 
represent a constraint to development on this site. 

 All of the site falls within 750m zone of properties and may affect the 
residential visual of those properties. It would therefore represent a 
constraint to development on this site. 

Assessment Criterion: Aviation Lighting 

Baseline Description 

 The site experiences relatively low levels of light pollution although partly 
affected by the proximity of the A30 and the western edge of Exeter. 

Potential Landscape and Visual Effect 

 Introduction of aviation lighting would add light sources to the relatively 
dark skies within the site and adjoining landscape. 

Developability of the Site 

A.141 Overall, the site has lower constraints for a single smaller size turbine 
(100m) on the highest slope to the south of the site. This would provide an 
energy generating capacity of 1MW. However, the scale of turbine will 
transcend the scale of the landform (which is approximately 50m from the valley 
bottom to the highest part of the site). 
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A.142 The proximity of 83 properties within 500m of the site (most of which are 
located along the western edge of Exeter to the east and in Nadderwater to the 
north-east) could also represent a constraint. However, visibility from both of 
these areas is partially obscured by intervening woodland vegetation along the 
Nadder Brook and the rising topography. The visibility of turbines from these 
properties would need to be investigated further. 
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Appendix B 
Glossary 

AOD: Above Ordnance Datum (sea level). 

AONB: Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty – a statutory national landscape 
designation. 

Arable: Land used for growing crops. 

Ancient Woodland: Woodland which the evidence shows has had continuous 
woodland cover since at least 1600AD and has only been cleared for 
underwood or timber production. It is an extremely valuable ecological resource, 
with an exceptionally high diversity of flora and fauna. 

Characteristic: An element that contributes to local distinctiveness (e.g. narrow 
winding lanes, vernacular building style). 

Feature: A prominent, eye-catching element (e.g. woodland hilltop, church 
spire). 

GIS: Geospatial Information Systems 

Grassland: Land used for grazing. Grassland can be improved (by management 
practices), semi-improved (modified by management practices ad have a range 
of species less diverse than unimproved grassland), or unimproved (not treated 
with fertiliser, herbicide or intensively grazed and consequently species diversity 
is high). 

Habitat: The natural home or environment of an animal, plant, or other 
organism. 
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Land cover: Combinations of land use and vegetation that cover the land 
surface. 

Landscape: The term refers primarily to the visual appearance of the land, 
including its shape, form, and colours. However, the landscape is not a purely 
visual phenomenon; its character relies on a whole range of other dimensions, 
including geology, topography, soils, ecology, archaeology, landscape history, 
land use, architecture, and cultural associations. 

Landscape character: A distinct pattern or combination of elements that occurs 
consistently in a particular landscape. 

Landscape Character Type (LCT): A generic term for landscape with a 
consistent, homogeneous character. Landscape character types may occur in 
different parts of the country, but wherever they occur, they will share common 
combinations of geology, topography, vegetation, or human influences. 

OS: Ordnance Survey 

Pastoral: Land used for keeping or grazing sheep or cattle. 

Scheduled Monument Nationally important archaeological sites or historic 
buildings, given protection against unauthorised change. 

Sensitive: The response to change or influence. 

Skyline: The outline of a range of hills, ridge or group of buildings seen against 
the sky. 

SSSI: Site of Special Scientific Interest 

Topography: Combinations of slope and elevation that produce the shape and 
form of the land surface. 
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